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SOCIAL DEMOCKACY AND STALINISM 


4% VER THE "DEMOCRATIC" ROAD paved 
y:, with base treachery and fatal 
illusions, the toiling masses, 
in one capitalist country after 


another, are marching down into the 
dreary hell of Fascism. A bloody 
nightmare of sadistic brutality is 
creeping over the globe, spelling 


frightful tortures and physical exter- 
mination for the vanguard section of 
the international proletariat. The 
wide masses of toilers, tlinded 6: the 
bligzard of nationalist idadbhodpy, 
clutched by hunger and terror, are do- 
cilelybending their backs under wthe 
woips of the hectoring Fascists, grind- 
ing at the industrial machine of the 
bourgeoisie. 


The immediate outlook for the 
toilers in Fascist countries seems al- 
most hopeless; for the few remaining 
sections of the world workingclass not 
yet under the blood-bespattered heel 
of Fascism the outlook is black. 


Where is the restraining hand of 
the revolutionary class within the 
Capitalist society to halt the, forward 
sweep of the ghastly tide? What of 
Marxism which declared that the vrolet- 
ariat would overthrow the capitalists 
and estavlish its rule to pilot auman- 
ity upward toward a higher system of 
society, toward freedom from exploit- 


ation and tyranny? What of Marx's and 
Engel's Communist Manifesto which de- 
clared that the victory of the prolet- 
ariat is inevitable? 


Is grim reality disproving and 
negating the theories and teachings of 
the founders of scientific Socialism? 
Are all the bouyant hopes anc century- 


old heavy labors for liberaticn from 
wage slavery to end in futility, 
bitter frustration and most horrible 
thraldam? 

If so, how to account, then, for 
the great October Revolution which 
swept the Russian capitalists and 
landlords out of power and terrified 
the world bourgeoisic out of their 


wits? How to explain the fact that 
the Russian workers and peasants, al- 
though greatly weakened by the 
slaughter of the imperialist war under - 
the Tzar, and despite hunger and al- 
most complete collapse of Soviet in- 
dustry, succeeded in wiping out the 
ge fascist armies of the Russian 
capitalists and landlords, and, fight- 
ing on fourteen fronts, defeated the 
intervontion of all imperialist powers? 


Tho proletarian revolution in 
Russia was no miracle — miracles oc~ 
cur neither in nature nor in society. 
Above all, the reason why a White 


es he 


Guard military dictatorship was pre- 
vented in Russia is that the Hussian 
toilers followed the path which wag 
lighted by thexterch of Marxism eid 
aloft by Lenin. 

Waat is the reason that the 


structure of international capitalish, 
noary witi age and aistorically con- 
demied, stands, while the class which 
history charged with the task of raz- 
ing this decaying structure and build 
ing in its stead a socialist edifice, 
is gradually sinking into the yawning 
abyss of Fascism? 


Only short-sighted people, who 


never heard of classes and the strug- 
gle between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisic, will conclude that the 


tragedy of tm masses of Czechoslovakia 
was brought on exclusively by the ac- 
tion of the imperialists and had very 
little to do with the political, situ— 
ation within the workingclass. It is 
essential to know what were the poli- 
cies of the workers of Czechoslovakia, 


Moteover, it is absolutely impossible 
to know the present without clearly 
sesing the picture of the inmediate 


past. Now that Hitler occupies the 
center of the imperialist stage in 
Europe, it is important to sudject to 


a close scrutiny and investigation the 
historical period that brought Hitler 


tO power. Hspecially is it urgent to 
andlyze the political position of the 
forces av the head of the Geriman pro- 


letariat imnediately prior to the ad- 
vent of fascism. 


Unfortunately we cannot here to 
into a thorough study of all tho phasas 
of that poriod. We must confine our- 
selves to tho brief exemination of the 
pelicies laid dow by tao most impor. 
tant organized bodies within the pro- 
letarlat, particularly the policies of 
the Communist International. 


We must start out with the indis- 
putable proposition that thore can be 
only one authentic Marxist movement. 
All others are pseudo-Marxist, cloaking 
their opportunist character with vivae 
cious .iarxist-sounding phrascology to 
deccive tuc workers. Which cone of tho 
existing tendencies represents Murxism 
today? 


Tho oldest political movement 
within the workingclass ie Social- 
democracy organized in the Socond Ine 
ternational. In 1914 virtually all 
the important sections of the Social 
domocracy went over to the imperialist 
bourgeoisie and under the slogan "De- 
ferse of democracy" saved capitalism 
from proletarian revolution in Germany 
and in a few other countries. Social 
democracy continues its coOunter-revo- 
lutionary work to this very day be~- 
traying the proletariat tc Fascisme 


The Russian section of the Third 
International,the Bolshevik Party, lod 
by Lenin, established a proletarian 
State with a view to oxtending the 
Communist revolution to all countries. 
But for certain reasons instead of in- 
ternational victory, the workers in 
one country after another have suffer- 
ed frightful defeats, some of really 
monstrous proportions like the catas- 
tropho in Germany in 1933. 


While the explanation of the suc-— 
cess with which each imperialist State 
mobilized the masses for the 1914-1918 
slaughter and of the abortion of the 
proletarian revolution in, Contral 
Europe in 1919 lies in the betrayal of 
Marxism by the Socialist parties, the 
basic reason for the debacles since 
1924 is to be discovered in a difter- 
ent quarter. 


Tig close of the. civil war in 

1921 left the proletarian State suf- 

fering from many ailments. Among the 

worst was tho burocratic cancer whica 

penetrated into the very vitals of the 

institutions of the republic... Instead 

of struggling against the discase with 

a view to destroving it and estatli.h- 

ing in its place Workers Democracy as 

was specified in the Party program, a 
grou, or leaders of the Party, headed 
vy Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin ccon- 

spired to entrench themselves in nigh 
posts of the Party and the State. 

Even prior to this organizational op- 

portunism of the leadors, Lenin char- 
acterized the Soviet State as "a Work 
era State with a burocratic distor- 
tion" (V. I. Lenin, Selected Vorks ,rng- 
lisn Edition, Vol. IX, p. 33.) 


Now the usurping leaders created 


oe 


@ bond between themselves and the 
purocratic cancer and organized the 
"burocratic distortion" into a system, 
a huge pyramid of privileged officials 
and functionaries resting on the shoul- 
ders of the wide masses. The system 
developed its mechanics and safcguard. 
There has been an uninterrupted con- 
centration of all threads of power in 
the hands of a tiny clique headed by 
Stalin. Under the pretense of dcefend- 
ing Leninism the Stalinist clique es- 
tablished a perennial chief targot, 
Trotsky. The Comintern, headed by 
Stalin's partner in the usurpation 
plot, Zinoviev, and with Trotsky's in- 
direct assistance, was transformed in- 
to an instrument for prevention of the 
establishment of a "rival" proletarian 
State. This was absolutely necessary 
for the privileged burocratic casts in 
the rirst proletarian State. A victo- 
ricus proletarian avalanche sweeping 
Over Hurope and establishing every- 
where the political and economic sys- 
tem of Workers Democracy would have 


smashed the burocratic pyramid off 
Stalin. To forestall such oventuality 
stalin and his burocrats introduced a 
zigzag method of diverting the prolet- 
ariat from the revolutionary path. 


The zigzag method consists in an 
ultra-Left policy and an ultra-Right 
one. In full control of a powerful 
proletarian State, draping itself in 
the Leninist mantle, utilizing the 
great traditions of October, Stalinism 
became the mightiest opportunist forc e 
within the international working class. 
Over a period of a decade and a half 
the Stalinist Comintern, objectively 
aided by Social-democracy and all the 
Other opportunist organizations and 
tendencies disrupted a mumber of revo- 
lutionary situations and reduced the 
most dynamic revolutionary class in 
history to pitiable impotence. The 
effect of the burocratization of the 
first proletarian state was to release 
the unbricled fury of bourgeois re- 
action in the form of Fascism. 


CLEARING THE PATH FOR HITLER 


In the period of 1930-1933 Ger~ 
many was rocked by one of the severest 
economic and political crises in the 
history of bourgeois society. The 
country came to the forking of the 
road, the unmistakable alternative be- 


ings Socialism or reconstruction of 
the capitalist powor along Kascist 
lines. 

Within tho German workingclass 
were operating powerful opportunist 
forces preventing it from fulfilling 


its historical role of the grave-dig— 
ger and destroyer of capitalism. So= 
Cial Democracy, numerically the larger 
force, unaltecrably opposed to prolet- 
arian revolution and the formation of 
a Soviet KRopublic, pursued its tradi- 
tional ,olicy of support of bourgeois 
democracy as the lessor ovil than Fas~ 
cism. Stalin's Comintern, continually 
gaining ground among the German masses 
at the expense of Social Domocracy, 
Operated through its ultra-Left zigzag. 


Threatened with the cataclysm of 
proletarian upheaval, the German bour- 
geOisiv, governed by the passion of 


of private property, Was 
democa 


presorvation 
making ready to cast aside its 


Lacy Tho faithful lackeys of fin- 
anve capital, the Socialist leaders, 
were to receive the boot and Hitler 


was to be put in control of the State. 
Had there been a lLeninist party it 
would have utilized to the fullest ex 
tent the growing economic and politi- 
cal crisis. Througn a scathing expo- 
sure of Stalinism, Social Demoar acy 
and other opportunist forces, omploy- 
int also the tactic of a genuine 
Leninist united front as conducted by 
tne Bolsheviks in 1917 in the struggle 
against Kornilov, the masses would 
have been freed from the grip of op- 
portunist deceptions. They would have 
been marshalled for the victortous 
battle against its enemies. The real 
revolutionary party would have to pur- 
sue its tactics in accordance with the 
turns of the struggle. Since the Ger- 
min bourgeoisie was definitcly moving 
towirds establishing a fascist regimo, 
the revolutionary party would direct 
its main attention against this, right 
arm of the capitalist class. It is 
possible that having smasnod this arn, 


Bi es 


the German proletariat would face the. 
greatly enfeebled left arm of the 

Lourgeoisie ~ the Social-democracy. Im. 
vhis case the main force of the strug- 

gic would be directed against . this 

Jaber agency of finance capital. And 

coy breaking both arms of the bourgeoi-~ 

sie, as Lenin did, smashing Kornilov 

im September and in October overthrow 

ing Kerensky, the German proletariat 

would have established itself in power. 
The entire struggle of course would 

have to be based upon a correct evalu- 

tion of the historical situation and a 

correct policy in strategy and tactics. 
A misstep in the estimation of the 

situation and in the application of 

tactics inevitably puts the working- 

class upon one of the numerous fatal 

roads that lead to disaster. 


But the Stalinist leadership 
shaped its analysis as well as its 
strategy and tactics in accordance 
with certain definite opportunist aims 
in view. hile periodically conduct~ 
ing noisy putches against the Fascists, 
the Stalinist leadership diverted the 
minds of the workers from the real 
historical perspective. It assured 
the masses that the theory that the 
bourgeoisie was about to dismiss its 
pocial-democratic ministerial menials 
from the helm of the State was false. 


"Hqually false is the theory 
that Social Democracy is about to 
be kicked out by finance capital to 
make room for open Fagcism." (Ro te 
Fahne, Feoruary 13, 1930.) 


Papers, leaflets and pamphlets were 
pouring from the Stalinist presses al- 
laying the anxiety of the workers and 
whipping uo their feelings primarily 
against Social-democracy. This petty— 
bourgeois democratic movement, the 
Stalinists insisted, changed its basic 
features and became "Social-Fascist" 
and “actually Fascist." 


The minds of the tractable Stal- 
inist followers, wumaole to see the 
reasons behind the manipulations of 
theoretical ideas, with difficulty ahb- 
sorbed this fabrication. 


"The fact that, in connection 
with the fascist tendency, which is 


at the very basis of decaying mono- 
polistic capitalism itself, the so- 
cial-democratic has been transformed 
into a social-fascist party, has 
with difficulty penetrated into the 
consciousness of our parties." (A. 
Martinov,The Communist International, 
Vol. VII, No. B-3,>p. 67.) 


Some Stalinist writers did not 
completely grasp the "constructive" 
line laid down by their superiorse 
Those who did not accept the Stalinist 
invention that Social-democracy is 
fascism but merely stated that it was 
only evolving into Fascism were vigor— 
ously criticized; and so were those 
who stated that finance capital would 
oust Social-democracy to make room for 
CPEN Fascism. 


"The error committed by Comrade 
Murphy in describing the inter 
relations between social-fascism 
and fascism was also made in the 
Rote Fahne — where, by the way, it 
was inmediately rectified. The ar- 
ticle in Rote Fahne treats the dev— 
elopment thus: 'So cial-democracy 
after a short period of time, will 
be ousted from the government by 
finance-capital,so as to cede place 
to onen fascism.! That article was 
based on the non-corprehension o f 
the specific role of social-fascism 
and its significance for the fas— 
cist dictatorship. 

"Indeed, “social-fascism by “no 
means needs to be developed into 
‘pure! fascism. It already IS act— 
wal fascism. (A. -Fogarashi; =the 


Communist International, Vol. VII, 
No, “-3, p. 101. Capitals in the 
original. 

Running like a black thread 


through the publications of Stalinism 
during its ultra-Leftist zigzags was 
the policy of diverting the workers! 
thoughts from the danger of Fascism 
and directing them into the channels 
of conducting the main offensive ag— 
ainst Social Democracy. This was the 
basic orientation of Stalinism: 


“As the bourgeoisie cannot be 
overthrown without the overthrow of 
its main social support, it is not 
incorrect to say that we ought to 


= Geis 


direct our main 
social-democracy ." 
pare for Power, pp. 105-106. 
asis in the original.) 


offensive against 
(Kuuisinen, Pre- 
Emph- 


The clear and definite instfuc- 
tions were: "All the resources of the 
party must be thrown into the fight 
against Social Democracy" (The Commun~ 
ist International, July 1931, No. 25— 
26, pe 1154. My emphasis ~ G.M.) 


In the first half of 1932 Hit- 
ler's forces registered a turbulent 
rise, and even tho most optimistic 
minds began to sense that the Nazi 
danger was real and very close. The 
Stalinist leaders fully armed with 
their line sprang forth with their 
warnings not to overestimate the Hit~ 
ler moveménte 


“Nothing would be more fatal 
than an opportunist overestimation 
ef Hitlerist Fascism." (Speech at 


the Plenum of the 
by Ernst Thaelmann, 
1932.) 


Ce Pe of Germany 
February 19, 


The closer the moment of Hitler's 
e@cent to power the greater was the 
stress on the part of the Stalinist 
leaders to conduct its main offensive 
against Social-democracy. Even when 
the reactionary von Papen government 
was set up as a stepping stome to Hit- 
ler, the Stalinist chieftains declared 
that the fire against Social-democracy 
had to be intensified. 

"On the basis of our class pol~ 
icy we mst, in the new situation, 
apply the strategy of the 'main 
fire against Social Democracy! more 
than ever before...:i....Nothing has 
changed as far as this principle 
orientation of owrs is concerned." 
(Genst Thaelmann, Labour Monthly, 
September 1932, pp. 586-588. My 
emphasisw-G. M.) 


And barely three and a half months be- 
fore Hitler took charge oof Germany, 
they said: 


"Therefore, +o beat the enemy, 
the ‘bourgeoisie, we must direct the 
main blew against its chief social 
bulwark, against the chief enemy of 


Communism in the working class, ag- 
ainst Social Democracy, against 
Social Fascism. 

"It may seem that in Germany, at” 
ths proésent time, for example, the 
chief social bulwark of the bourg- 
eoisie is Fascism, and that, there— 
fore, we should deal the chief 
blows against Fascisms 

"This is not correct." (T. Guse 
sev, The Communist International, 
No. 19, October 15, 1932, p. 674. 
My emphasis ~ G.M.) 


The Stalinist leadership success 
fully pitted one section of the prolet- 
ariat against the other. The reaction— 
ary line of the Social-democracy only 
facilitated the Stalinist policy. The 
Social-democratic leadership in con- 
trol of the capitalist govérnment per- 
mitted the capitalists to organize the 
Fascist forces. It did this through 
urging the workers to tolerate bourg- 
eois democracy as the lesser evil than 
fascism. The Stalinist leaders 
"fought" this angle of the Social- 
democratic policy by declaring that it 
was a deception of the masses to state 
that Fascism was the main enemy. Such 
Socialist angle conflicted with the 
Stalinist version that Social-democrae 
cy was the main enemy: 


"The Social-democrats, in order 
to deceive the masses, deliberately 
proclaim that the chief enemy of 
the working class is Fascism." (D. 
Z. Manuilsky, The Communist Parties 
and the Crisis of Capitalism, p.112) 


Due to the weighty fact that 
Stalinism cloaked itself in Leninist 
traditions and wielded power in the 
first proletarian State, the German 
masses despite the continuots flow of 
Stalinist deception were swapt to the 
Zeft by the crisis directly into the 
arms of the Stalinist misleaders. The 
influence of Social-democracy was on 
the decline. As to the Nazis, their 
movement close to the end of 1932 
reached the stage of collapse. Had 
there been a Bolshevik Party instead 
of the Stalinist trap which was con- 
cealed under a "Bolshevik" cover, then 
the proletarian revolution in Gergany, 
greatly overdue, would have been a 
foregone conclusion. Stalinism intro- 


fatally deceptive notion 
goes through Fascism 
the stage of prolet- 


duced the 
that capitalism 
before reaching 
arian revolution: 


"The capitalist world is heading 
for revolution but before succumb 
ing it goes through the vhase of 
Fascism. Fascism is going to be 
the last stage of capitalism before 
the world revolution." (D. Z. Manu- 
ilsky, speech at the Tenth Plenum 
of the E.C.C.Ie) 


This ina senso implanted into 
the minds the paralyzing illusion that 
the Fascist powor in Gormany should be 
even welcomed for it would be the pre- 
lude to the establishment of a workers 
republic. 


Even bourgeois liberal histori- 
ans studying the politicul aspect of 
tho situation which permitted the 
transformation of cupitalist rule in 
Germany from bourgeois democrutic to 
Fascist were puzzled by the "inexpli- 
cable" policy of the "Communists." 


"Until well on in the your 1932 
German Communists were obeying the 
strange order that Hitler's seizure 
of power must de uctually encourag- 
ed, becuse the path to Commnism 
must go by way of the rule of Fas— 
cism and its collupse. Hence the 
German Communist Party right to the 
very end did not direct its fierc- 
est attack uguinst Nutional Sociul- 
ism but ag:-inst Social Democracy." 
(Konrad Heiden, NMOL eb.0 ry’ “Op 
National Socialism” p. 154.) 


When the betr.yul was completed, 
the Stalinists unloided their ow 
share of guilt upon the criminal shoul- 
dors of the Social-democrucy, meantime 
assuring the workers that Germany was 
facing on immodiute revolutionary up~ 
surge: 


"Our Party says tht owing to 
the treuchery of Social Domocrucy, 
the Gorman prolet.riat was forced 
to retreat tempor rily, and that 
there is now commencing in Germany 
a new revolutionary upsurge." (The 
Communist International, No. 23, 
December 1933, p. 828.) 


To the workers in the Comintern 
tho indictment of Social Democracy was 
quite logical. Blinded by thoir lead- 
ers who oxploited the workers! love 
for the Soviot Union to the fullest 
extent, the Comintern rank-.nd-file 
were unclear as to the policies of 
Stulin, but were tO a great degree 
familiar with the lurid records of 


Soclal-domocrutic opportunism and 
treachery. 


The support Bocial-democracy ren- 
déred to von Hindenburg and the des- 
picable performance of Socialist depu- 


ties in the Reichstag voting confid- 
ence in the Nazi regime only strengtn- 


ened the illusion that Social—democra-~ 
cy was the sole betrayer of the Gcrman 
masses. 


As to the policies of disruption 
and deception the Stalinists themselves 
pursucd, such’ as the invention about 
Social-democracy being actual fascism, 
the building of "Red" trado unions, 
united front "from below only," insist- 
ence upon tho analysis that financa- 
capital was not getting ready to kick 
out Social-democracy in order to re- 
place it with fascism, the tactic of 
voting together with the Nazis in the 
"Red roferendum" (August 9, 1931), 
support of Nazi motions against Social 
Democrats, and all the other promédi- 
tuted disruptive acts, the Stalinist 
Executive of tha Comintern declared 
the following: 


"The Presidium of the ECCI dec- 
lares tnat the political line and 
the orgémizational policy pursued 
by the C. C. of the Communist Party 


of Gormany, led by Comrade Thael- 
mann, before and at the time of the 
Hitler coup, WAS QUITE CORRECT " 
(Resolution of the Presidium of tho 
ECCI, Daily Worker, April 17, 1933. 


My omphasis - G. M. ) 


Hepa 


THE NATURE OF THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN "DEMOCRACY" 


In the years of the Leftist zig- 
zag the Stalinist leaders, as a cover 
for their adventuris* putcnist tactics 
and for the thcoory of “wocia:-fascism," 
employed quite extensively a aumoer of 
entirely Loninist formulations. Bourg 
eois democracy was correctly proscnted 
as a masked dictutorshin of the bourg- 
ecoisic, fundumentully in its class 
chur..cter of power not different from 
Fascism. 


Ths estadlishuent of the Czecho— 
slovakiaun St..te ov the T roaty (alge # 
Vers.illes was correctl: described as 
Mewar 2Oorco for the yf rone h 
bourgeoisie in the eventuslity of a 
now war with Gormun imperiulisn. 

In those duys the Stalinists did 
not dream it noccssary to hide some 
dumning facts about the Czoch dbourg- 
eQisic, its leuder Mazaryk, and openly 
told of the exploitation and plunder 
and uggressive designs by this truly 
imperivlist St..te. 


"Under Mazaryk's loudership, the 
Czech bourgeoisie constituted it~ 
self as an independent Stutc, and 
succecded with tho aid of tho §o- 
cial chauvinists in muint..ining 
this State in face of the revolu- 
tionary wave in the years following 
the wur,consolid iting its positions, 
Orgunizing the exploit .tion and 
plundering of tho occupicd districts 
and going Over to un aggressivo for~ 
eign policy." (Inprocorr, May 1 8, 
1954, p. 1786. 


Stulinist publicuitions openly 
wrote of Czechoslovikia us of a vassal 
or French imperiulism participating in 
4 scheme of an attack upon the Sovict 
Union, 


"This year the French genoral 
Stuff has achioved great work’ toward 
coordinating tho war-plans of the 
general staffs of Polsnd und the 
"Little Entente.' At the confor-~ 
ence of the gonoral staffs of Po- 
lind, Rumania, Czocho-Slov.:kiu and 
Jugoslavia, held in the spring of 
1932, under the leadership of the 
French goneral stuff, plans for op- 


erations against the Soviot Union 
wero discussed..The Chechosglovakian 
menitions industry has been drawn 
into taking an intensive part in 
the work of the entire anti-Sovict 
alliance. Czeche-Slovakian firms 
are now constructing munitions fuct— 


ories in Rumania, Poland anc Lat— 
via." (Prepare for Power, ‘Twelfth 
Plemum of the E.C.C.1. Roport by 


O. Kuusinen, pp- 55, 56) 


**(rrata: Correction on bottom of pe 21) 


Tho soctions of Stnlin's Comin- 
tern were instructed to lay bare the 
fact th.t the Czechoslovak governmen t 
ws but a tool of Franch imporialism. 


"To further develop economic wd 
politic.:l struggles on the basis of 
the vnited front from below, link- 
ing up this strugslo with the eéxpo- 
sure of the role of the Czocho-~ 
Slovakian government as the tool of 
Fronch imperialism." ("Capitali st 
Stabilization Has Ended," Thosis 
and Resolutions of the Twelfth 
Plonum of the ECCI, p. 18.) 


Not for a single moment did the 
Stalinists attempt to conceal the im— 
perialist nature of the Czechoslovak 
State. With severe directness tho 
Stsrlinist leadorsnip condemned as 
"Rights" those witnin their midst who 
underestimated Czcechoslovrk imperial- 
isnis 


"A charactoristic feature of tho 
6zech Rights was a tendency to un- 
dorrate Czecho-Slovakian imperial- 
ism and to consider Czechoslovakia 
as an oppressed colonial country. 
This led to a weakening of the 
struggle against the Czech bourg- 
edisic and Czech Social-Domocracy." 
(N. Popov, "Outline History of the 
Communist Party of tho Soviet 
Union," Vol. 2, p. 392.) 


The Czechoslovak exploiters were 
not one iota less greody for profits 
than their brethren in Amorica, Eng- 
land, France, Gormany or Italy. In 
articles dealing with Czechoslovakia 
the Stalinist writers painted a vivid 
picture in figures and facts of the 
intense exploitation of the toiling 


eS ie 


masses by the "democratic" parasites, 
the financiers and industrialists of 
the country. 


"How intense the exploitation is 
in Czechoslovakia can be shown by a 
few figures." (Inprecorr, January 
de. 9ee, pe 40.) 


"In spite of this frightful dis- 
tress and impoverishmont, affecting 
every stratum of the workers ,never- 
theless tax arrears and otner debts 
are collected by the most ruthless 
methods from the small holders and 
tradesmen, and even from the unom 
ployed......%he unbridlod exploita- 
tion, the economic miscry, the mass 
distraints, the cultural opnression 
of national minorities, and in ad- 
dition to all this brutal terror 
exercised by the state apparutus, 
which is almost exclusively in the 
hands of the Czech bourgeoisic, are 
causing 4 widespread radicalization 
of broad stratu of the population. 

Wee tts mot byvaccident. that 
the hatred of the Czech bourgeoisio 
is directcd chiefly against Slovak 
working youth. These young people, 
utterly impoverished and at the 
same time radicalized by tho ruling 
conditions, give the revolutionary 
movement its best cadres, and take 
tho loud! in ull mass action." (Ine 
precorr, Vot. 15, No. 32, August 
BU SNOS5 pe “Boa 


The petty-imperialist Czech 
bourgeoisie in its policy of ruthless 
exploitation of the workers ind of so- 
cial and nution.l oppression of the 
Slovak, German .nd other minorities, 
was driving the minority bourgeoisie, 
the petty bourgeoisic «nd hundreds of 
thous.nds of workers of tho minorities 
to their nationil Fascists. This wes 
admitted by the Stalinists evon aftor 
they had shelved the ul tr a-Lofrtist 
line and had openly at the Seventh 
Congress adoptod the policy of support- 
ing bourgeois democracy. 


"The struggic for influence over 
the hundreds of thousands of toil- 
ers, who still loolc upon Henlein as 
their future liberutor, is thus cl- 
evated to the degree of a question 
of European import.mce. This strug- 


gle is a particularly hard one as 
the governing elements of the Re- 
public, in their trcacherous self- 


delusion, aro continuing their pol- 
icy of sociul and national oppres- 
@ian, Which renders casy the task 
of the superficial demagogucs to 
awvcen in the Sudetic district hat- 


red ‘'aguinst the Czechs,' and to 
place before the Sudetic-German 
people fusion with the Third Reich 


us the sole mouns of tneir salv a— 
tions pinprocorr, Vol. “Io, Meee, 
pp. 1379-80, Octobor 19, 1935.) 


Besides being a treacherous rul- 
ing class plotting with the big im- 
perialist bendits to attack and des- 
troy the Soviet Union,tke Czech bourg- 
e0isice in its internal policy was 
striving to consolidate its domination 
by uniting the Czechoslovak people 
which unity would form the basis for 
Fascisizing the country. In an article 
entitled "The Czechoslovakian 'Demo- 
cracy' Copies Hitlor" published in the 
Inprecorr, June 22, 1934, p. 930, the 
Stalinists saicé something about this 
unification policy of the Czechoslovak 
imperialist "democracy": 


"The “policy: of yhuni tine ttne 
Czechoslovakian people, ! demanded 
by Czechoslovakian financial capi- 
tolists and the big landowners, 
striven for by the fascists and on- 
ergeticully supported by the social 
democratic parties, is already, 
bearing fruit. Tho Presidontial 
eloction and the glorification of 
Masaryk connected with it were the 
beginning of this "union’ whici: is 
to serve the Czech bourgeoisic as a 
basis for their fascist measures." 


The Stalinists showed tliat the 
“Gemocratic" bourgeoisie of Czochoslo- 
vakiu was suppressing the workors 
while doing nothine to stop fascism? 


",....it is the Czech bourgeoisic 
and.the social fascists who aro 
responsible in the first place for 
the enormous increase in the fas- 
cist dinger, as they have made use 
of overy Opportunity in order to 
suppress the lahor movement, but 
heve not t:.ken ny stops whatover 
against fascism." (Inprecorr, Feb. 

2,1933, Pe ne.) 


Son. 


In point of fact, it.is no exag~ 
geration to assert that the little in 
perialist exploiter, Czechoslovakia, 
in time would have set up a full-blow 
Fascist rule modelled after that of 
Hitler and Mussolini. 


The wethods Czecho slovak- 
ian "democracy" employed in dealing 
with the oppressed workers and pea- 
sants were the approved methods of the 
Fascist dictators: 


"The Czechoslovakian defenders 
of ‘democracy! have learned all 
manner of things from Hitler, Mus- 
sOlini and Pilsudsky. They 'do- 
fond democracy! with mothods which 
would not shame the fascist rulers." 
(Inprecorr, Doc. 29, 1934, p.1738.) 


"The Czechoslovakian bourgeoisie 
and its government, which is intro- 
ducing the fascist dictatorship, is 
working with the same means and 
methods as Fascism in Italy, Ger- 
many and other countrios." (Inpre- 
corr, March 23, 1934, p. 483.) 


Already in 1934 the cowardly 
Czech bourgeoisie began to follow in 
the steps of Hitler and establish fas- 
cist labor camps for unemployed work 
ers. Tho Stalinists then attempted to 
bring to light tnis brutal anti~worlk- 
ingclass devolopment and s.llotted con- 
siderable space for tho disclosures. 
In an articlo "Fascist Labor Service 
Cumps in Czochoslovekxia" they wrote: 


"With tne assistance of the so- 
cial fascists tho bourgeoisie is 
now striving tO exploit the ter- 
rible impoverisimaent of the hungry 

omployed young workers in order to 
carry Out a@ measure wnose fascist 
character and whose greut signific~ 
eone for tho further development of 
war preparations are quite clear — 
the establishmont of labor service 
camps for unemployed young workors 
+++e+eeThis is the samo tunc as tho 
One sung by Hitler and Gocbels ab- 
out their labour sergico camps. 
Their example is unmistakable...The 
first camp has already been openod 
in Bratislava (Prossburg) and it 
has a vory definite military char- 
acter." (Inprecorr,April 13,1934, 
p- 589.) 


In the logislativo field too the re~ 
actionary Czech bourgeoisie adopted 
some strong anti-workingclass measures 
which indicated that, whilso boasting 
of democracy, the ruling class was 
laying the basis for transforming its 
form of power on the pattorn worked 
out by Fascism. 


"A mumber of political «nd eco- 
nomic laws of Czechoslovakia faith- 
fully follow the footsteps of Hit- 
ler, Dolfuss and Mussolini.....the 
Cz3choslovakian bourgedoisic is con- 
sistently striving to set up the 
open fascist dictatorship." (Inpre- 
corr, Vol. 14, #36, p. 931, June 
22, 1934.) 


The main hatrod, -virtually the 
weight of its ropressive moasures was 
directed by the dwarf imnerialist 
Czech State not s0 much against the 
Fascist minorities as against the 
workers and radical intellectuals, es- 
pecially those who in their reaction 
to the merciless Oxploitation we ro 
moving to the Left and ontering the 
Stalinist "party" imagining it to be a 
Bolshevik organization. Towards the 


Nazis and other fascists the Czech 
courts exercised toleration and 
leniconce. 


"On June 28 the Prague Penal 
Court announced two verdicts: tho 
two Communist defondants, Stetka 
and Richards Slansky,were sentenced 
to a total of 34 months rigorous 
imprisonment for alleged high trea-~ 
son — tho fascist Maixmer was ac- 
quitted altogether of the charge of 
high treason..... 

"The Czoch fascist, Maixner, ad- 
mitted himself that he was in con- 
tact with tho German Embassy and 
with the propaganda ministry in 
Berlin. He was caught in the act 
of negotiating with Nazi agents on 
@ possible exchange of the German- 
speaking district in Czechoslovakia 
to Hitler. And yet he has been ac~ 
quitted! The trial of tho Commun- 
ist mombers of Parliament consistod 
of a chain of scandalous violations 
of the law and provocative arbitra- 
riness." (Inprecorr, Vols 15, #28, 
July 6th, 1935, p. 741.) 


To summarize in brief, the nature 
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of Czechoslovakian "democratic" repub-, 
lic proved to the hilt the correctness 
of Lenin's thesis that: 


"The most democratic bourgeois 
republic never was and never could 
be anything else than a machine for 
suppressing the toilers by capital, 
than the tool of the political pow. 
er of capital, dictatorship of the 


bourgeoisie." (Lenin, Collected 
Works, Vol. XVI, p. 186. Russian 
edition,) 

And the Czech republic was far from 


being the most democratic capitalist 
republic. The Czech capitalists! main 
concern was to secure their power, to 
further the cxploitation of the toil- 
ers and gain a greater share of im- 
perialist booty in the noxt redivision 
of HKurodpe. The president of Czecho- 
slovakia,the bourgeois democrat, Benes, 
cared not a fig avout democracy and 
the fate of the masses, but about 
which gang of the imperialists could 
give most to the Czech bourgeoisie. 
When the Frencn bourgeoisic broke its 
alliance with the Czech bourgooisie,he 
made it quite plain. "If I felt that 


wo were not supported,! said President 
Benes, ‘'I could make right now a vory 
good deal with Gormany.'" (Now York 
Times, Octoder 1, 1938.) 


Cowardly in their attitude to- 
wards the German und Italian Fascists, 
the Czoch cupitalists wore merciless 
with worksrs and toilers in gener.l. 


The Stulinists thomselves prior 
to thoir ultra-Right zigzag professed 
to wdvocuto proletarian revolution in 
Czéchoslov..kia, proventing, however, 
the rewlization of. this clement of 
truth in its program through the pol- 
icy of "socivl-fascism" «and the rest 
of the disruptive paraphernalia of the 
ultra-Loftist period. Their writings 
of that period, now gathering dust, 


prove that the Stalinist slog:n was 
against both Fascism and bourgeois 
democracy ’ 


"Our slogun is: Not fascism and, 
also, not democracy of the rich, but 
the workers! ard peasants govern- 
mont, SOvict democracy." (Gottwald, 
Inprecorr, May 12, 1933, p. 454.) 


FROM THE ULTRA-LEFT TO THE ULTRA-RIGHT 


While the betrayal of the German 
masses was carried out by Stalinism, 
always aided by other opportunism, 


through its ultra-Left zigzag, tie bo- 
trayal of the Czechoslovakian toilors 
was brought about by means of the 
ultra-Right zigzag. The swing from 
the extreno Left policy to the oxtremo 
Right was accomplished by Stalinism 
with remarkable cuution and skill. 


The deep significance of the 
dreadful debacle in Germany gradu.lly 
penetrated the minds of many workers. 
Some dimly sensed that something was 
wrong witi: Stalin's policies in Ger- 
muny. Symptoms of disaffection put in 

heir appearance in the Fronch und tho 
Spanish sections. Tho ultra-Leftist 
zigzag becoming untenable, Stulinism, 
to cover up the betrayal und to give 
the impression that the "correct" line 
was being adopted to the new situution, 
pushed the politicwl pendulum to the 
Right. "Social Fascism" was approach- 


ed with an olive branch ani an un‘ter- 
standing was reached between the two 
betrayers of the proletariat. Stalin- 
ism abandoned its rabid outcries and 
signei un agreement to refrain from 
criticisine the Socialist agents of 
imperialism: 


"Firstly, our party agreed to 
refrain from criticism of the So- 
cialist purty during the period of 
4oint. eetivity (that ia, “curin ¢ 
the ultra-Right zigzag - G.M.).This 
is a very scrious concossion 6n the 
part of the Communists. 

"Thoy agreed not only to refrain 
from criticism on all urgent polit- 
icul questions during the period of 
the joint activity, but they also 
acrood to put asido the discussion 
of even theoretical 4ifferences." 
(Commnist International, September 
5, 1934, p. 656.) 


The Stalinist loaders, who only yester- 


day in the Resolution of the XII Plen- 
um of the ECCI urged "systematically 
to expose the treachery of the social- 
democratic and reformist leaders..." 
now, with the ultraRightist swing 
gaining momentum condemned any attempt 
to unmask their partners-in-betrayals, 
the Social-democratic leaders. 


",,...We must reject sharply all 
attempts in our ranks to treat the 
united front as a formal arrange- 
mont, as « Yrecrudting device for 
the Cowmunist Party, @g8§ @n Oppor- 
tunity tO unmask the Social~Democ- 
ratic leaders." (W. Piock, Daily 
Worker, January 7, 1936.) 


The agrooment of the 


two betraying 
‘suroecracics not 


tO expose each othors 
treuchery was pulmed off upon the 
workers as a revolutionary united 
fronts And as the days rolled on, 
Stalinism, offering policy of unity 
as the pan.ceu for tho ills afflicting 
the working cluss, sproud the lie that 
it sought to ostublish orgunic unity 
of the "social fuscist" Second Inter- 
netional ind the Stalinist Comintern. 


As has boon shown abovo,tho- 
Stalinists spoke freely and openly ab- 
Out the vicious and reactionary char- 
acter of tho Czoch republic and the 
need to establish a Soviet government. 
But with the ultra-Rightist zigzag 
there came a striking ch imge — not in 
the character of tho Czocho slovak 
"demosrautic" exploiters,of courso, but 
in the Stulinist policies. In July 
1935 the ultra-Right zigzag, alroady 
in Operation, recoived an official 
soal of the “Soventh Congress of the 
Comintern." The workers of capit..list 
countrios were assured that now, in 
the eightoonth your of the cxistence 
of the proleturian Stutc, the choice 
for them was not proletari.n revolu- 
tion against cupitulism but defense of 
Cupit.wlist democracy as the bulwark 
aginst Fascism. Meunwhile the winds 
of history compelled the | Stulinist 
burocruts to voor, from Germimy to 
French inperislism and its vassal 
Czechosloviikia. A burruge of arguments 
adorned with gems of eloquonce wis 
loosed upon the world to prove that 
France is not a bloodsucking capital- 
ist empire und that Czechoslovakia is 


ys 


not a petty imperialist exploiter. 
Both, tho "discovery" was made, wore 
"democratic" ropublics which had to be 
defended by the workers. Having nego- 
tinted pacts with France and Czecho- 
slovakia, tho Stalinist clique in the 
Kromlin palaca instructed their agents 
in those capitalist countrics to sup- 
port tho military budgets. Tke central 

organ of the Czechoslovakian Strlinist 
party, “forgeotting" about tho crit— 
icism against the "Rights" who under- 
estimated Czechoslov-ik imporislism and 
had not sufficiently fought against 
it, now urged the workors to make 
sacrifices for the capitalist army. 


"The. Minister of Naticnal Desf- 
enss brought forward in the Defense 
Committee the program of matorial 
demands of the Army Administration. 
These demands are numerous, but 
they are nocessary!....... Everyone; 
tho workors, tho small tra ders, 
peasants, civil servants, offi- 


cianls must. miko sacrifices for the 
army." (Rude. Pravo, central organ 
of the Communist Party of  Czo- 


choslovakia, November 27, 1935... My 
emphas 2h sS- G e M ° ) 


The Stulinist diplomacy, assisted 
by the flunkoys in the Comintern, 
pursued a policy of xeeping the im 

grialist. wordd dividod.)¥Stalin's. man 
Friday, Litvinov, was galloping from 
country to country, was buttonholing 
the imporialist diplomats at Geneva, 

offering Stalin's friendship and mili- 

tary 4id to one imperialist power ag- 
ainst nother. The Stalinist leaders 
assured the masses that such policy 
was Leninist. They carefully concealed 
the truth that while Lenin took all 

the advantego of the split in the 
world imperizlist c:mp, he knew that 

vLl bourgeois countrics wished to des— 

troy the Sovict Republic. He never 
allied himsolf with any bourgeois camp 
but quite tho opposito, wunco-promis- 

ingly fought the entire imperinlist 
world. Lenin called for revolutionary 
dofe.:tism in .11 imperialist countries. 
Lenin wis motivated by tho interests of 
the workers in Russia and in the im- 
perialist countries; Stalin is guidod 
by his own interests and those of the 
Soviet burocracy which sustxins him in 
powor. 


oo ees 


A CHANGE IN THE ORIENTATION OF THE IMPERIALIST POWERS 


It is pertinent at this juncture 
to inquire briefly into the intricate 
deveiopments within international im- 
perialism since the advent of Hitler. 
Fascism was imposed upon Germany as a 
means to stifle the proletariat. The 
bankruptcy of the Nazi regime would 
automatically unleash throughout 
Europe a furious tempest of prolet- 
arian struggle against the bourgeoisic. 
To demolish the class ideology linger- 
ing within tho Gorman proletariat Hit- 
ler had to demonstrate tho "superior— 
ity" of nationalism, and the inescip— 
able logic of the situation dsumnded 


that he procoed from success to succcsse 


With the throat of proletarian revolu- 
tion in Germany hunging over  thoir 
wise and oxperienced neads,the British 
and French bourgeoisie paradoxically 
enough, were compolled to yicld to ne-— 
cessity and proviade Eitler with vic- 
tories. Thus Hitler, his hands free, 
recstablished the army, Occupied and 
fortified the Rhineland, won the Saar, 
seized Austria and was out to dismon 
ber France's imperiulist pawn, Czocho- 
slovukiae 


Hither inter-imperialist war 
carrying witn it the crush of the ex~ 
isting social und economic order, or 
inter-imperiulist peuce und collabor- 
ation with Gcrmany as the spearhead 
for amortal thrust aguinst the half- 
undermined, burocrutically warped pro- 
leturiun State. Thus was the question 
put before the far-sighted stutomgmen 
of ull imperiulist powers. They could 
not fail to percoive the inevitubly 
disustrous consequences of the former 
course and the possiblé inestimable ad- 
vantuges of the latter one. The des-— 
truction of the ronmants of the pro- 
letarian State — sociulizod methods 
of production — in one sixth of the 
earth's surface would in a measure ro~ 
store the former equilibrium of capi- 


téalism, rounding out the rule of im- 
periulism throughout the entire globe. 
Nest, the dismemberment of so colossal 
a State would more than satisfy for 
the time being all imperialist beasts 
who would require some years to digest 
the huge chunks each of them would dee 
your. Finally, and this would be of 
prime importance, the bourgeobsic 
would demonstrute to the masses tnat 
Communism is an unattainable utopia. 
Tre bourgeqisis would soe to it that 
the momory of the sight of all the 
symbols of October going up in a mon- 
strous cloud of flame and smoke amidst 
mountuins of slain workers and 
peasants indelibly burnt for centuries 
in the minds of men, plaguing and ter- 
rifying tho toilers of all lands. The 
thought of a Bolshevik Revolutim 
would no longer be a glowing hope to 
the Oppressed masses but a ghastly 
nightmare of futility. 


Balancing itself botween the two 
ever-present mortul dungors,the threat 
of proletarian revolution and the mon- 
aco of a concerted attack by world im 
perialism, the Stalinist burocricy, 
with unvaried success has warded off 
the first but was unable to contime 
indefinitely to maneuver among tno im 
perialist powers. 


Stalin was caught in 2 contradic- 
tion which it was not in his power to 
resOlve. The cry of Stalinism for 
“colloctive socurity" of one group of 
imperialists against another, 2nd all 
the lubors to arr:y the "democratic" 
bloodsucking beundits, the imperiszlists 
of France, Englund «and the United 
Stutes against the fascist bloodsuck— 
ing bandits of Germany and Italy were 
proving of no avail. History inexor- 
ably was bringing the imperialist 
wolves together into one pack for an 
attack upon the sick proletarian State. 


STUPEFYING THE MASSES WITH ULTRA-RIGHTISM 


While the leaders of the bourg— 
eoisie intelligently perceived the 
mujor problem which confronted them, 
and in matters of policy chose a line 
that stemmed from wu correct estimation 
of the means of rescuing the perishing 


capitalist civilization, tho people 
boasting unrivaled influence anong the 
toilers duped the masses with fatal 
illusions. Guided by its need to pro- 
vent the rise of another workers State, 
Stalinism with tho aid of other oppor 
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tunist tendencies surrounded the inter- 
national proletariat with virtually 
insurmountable ideological barriers. 
The mental vision of the vast masses 
was dimmed and distorted. The domin- 
ant key-note became "peace and demo~ 
eracy." World imperialism was divided 
into "fascist dictatorships" and "de— 
morucics." A further division was 
made within each "democracy." Th 6 
liberal bourgeoisie were "progressive" 
and "real democrats," the conservatives 
wore "Torias" and "economic rovalists." 


Concéealing the fact that peace is 
impossible and war is unavoidable 


while the bourgeoisie control most of 
the world, the Stalinist burocrats 
duped tne workers with the illusion 
that peace could be attained under 
capitalism. The "progressive" leaders 


of the bourgeoisie, Only yestorday 
exposed us war-mongers, now were whitco- 
washed into angels of peace. 


Only in the very recent pust the 
Stalinists, who knew Lenin's position 
on democrucy under capitalism, wrote 
some true words on this matter: 


"In capitalist society, we have 
a democracy that is curtailed, 
wretched, false; a democracy only 
for” the*rich, “for the minority." 
(Lenin Cornor, Daily Worker, Jan.9, 
1934.) 


As the REightist swing advanced 
the Stalinists "changed" the charucter 
of bourgeois democracy, to hide the 
fact that it is bourgeois democracy 
thut puves the way for the Kornilovs, 
Massolinis and Hitlers. ihe. o-1'a 
Kautskiun fruud about the progressive 
character of bourgeois democracy in 
the imperialist era was expounded and 
modernized: 


"The victory of fascism in o num 
ber of Europoun stutes und especial- 
ly in Germany hus chunged the hist- 
oricul part pluyed by, bourgoois 
domocrucy." (Inprecorr, Nov.20,1937) 


Naturally the Cgechoslo vakian 
mass@s were duped by Stulinism along 
with the masses of other lands. In 


May 1935, a little over two months 
prior to the "Seventh Congress," when 
the Rightist zigzag was young, the 


Stalinist "party" in Czechoslovakia 
continuing using the Leninist cover to 
hide the transition to ultra-Rightism 
still issued slogans against collabor- 
ation with the bourgeoisie and for 
Soviet power: 


"Against collaboration with the 
bourgeoisie; for socialist fighting 
unity; against fascism, capitalism 
and war; for the peace nolicy of 
the Soviet Union; for Sovict power; 
for Socialism!" (Slogans of Commun- 
ist Party of Czechoslovakia in May 
1935 ecloctions, Inprecorr No. 18, 
p. 474, 1935.) 


But as months wore on the Right 
ist z&gzag gained in weight and spood. 
Collaborating in perfect harmony with 
the "Social-Fastists," aggressive 
Stalinism with influence far beyond its 
size dinmed the class-consciousness of 
the workers and tied them securely to 
the bourgeoisie. Victims of the two 
powerful opportunist forces, which in 
one way or another were aided by all 
Other mock Marxists the Czechoslovak— 
ian masses were robbed of every ves— 
tige of independent revolutionary act- 
ivity. Tho words "class struggle" 
which state tho central principle of 
Marxism and which for generations were 
a household expression among the work- 
ers were obliterated from the prolet- 
ariun vocabulary. The Leninist evalu- 
ation of the League of Nutions as an 
organization tO conceal war prepara~ 


tions of the imperialists, was com 
pletsly wiped out. Now to save peace 
the workers were tola to save the 


League of Nations. "To save the League 
of Nations is to save peacd! (Inprecorr, 
January 9, 1937). The basic histori- 
eal difference between a bourgeois 
State and a proletarian,albeit  buro- 
cratically mutilated, State was glossed 
over — "Soviet Union, France and the 

other democratic states..." Lprecers 
November 20, 1937, pe 1222). 


Tho puny capitalist State wnih 
Mazaryk set up with the assistance of 
the French, British and American fin- 
ancial diplomatic bandits, the little 
country of considerable imperialist 
grabs, of intonse exploitation of the 
workins class, and of national oppres-— 
sion of minorities, was now "The life 
work of Mazaryk, tho Czechoslovak demo- 


cratic republic" (Innrecorr, September 
18, 1937, p. 900). While previously 
they showed that Mazavyk was an o1d in- 
perielist robber ané exploiter, now the 
Stalinist burocrats, in the name of tne 
workiag class, upheld Mazaryk'’s "tradi- 
tions": 


"The importance of the political 
antagonisms which during a long per-~ 
iod of his political activities sep- 
arated Masaryk from the working~ 
class movement, recede before the 
corm.ion. striving of all demcecrats to 
make Czechoslovakia a oulwark of 
anti-fascism. In? the yspirit ~ of 


this struggle the working class of 
Czechoslovakia pays tribute to the 
legacy of Mazaryk and is ready to 


champion those traditions of Maza 
ryk's conception which are of last—- 
ing historical significance." (Inpr 
corr, September 18, 1937, p. 900.) 


The workers of Czechoslovakia 
faced two dangers from the bourge ois 
camp. One was from their own exploit- 


ers who were laring the foundation for 
the fascigation of the country, tne 
other frou. the imperialists outsides 
In trapping phrases the masses were 
assured by the Stalinist und Social- 
democratic betrayers that Apeinst 
the threat of German fascism thoy were 
fully protected by the big "“democra- 
cies" of the West, particvlurly ody 
France with whom Czechoslovakian 
"democracy" had a mutual assistance 
pact gvaruntccing each others surety 
against an aggressor. There was also 
a "pact with the greut Soviet peorle" 
who would cone to save the masses from 
Hitler should he «attempt to invade 
Czechoslovukiu. As” to the 
danger ot Fascism, the Masses Wore 
told by Stalinism and Social democracy 
to rely upon thse "domocratic forces" 
which were depondabl3 in a struggle 
for the workers! interests. 


And so ‘the “"great democrat ic 
front" of Stalin, French imperialism 
and @&zech bourgeoisie was formed, ful- 
ly supported by the masses who with 
misguided faitn followed their tis- 
leaders. The star of hone that guided 
the daily uctivities of the victims of 
the opportunists was “the democratic 
front against fascism." In.tho gigan- 


internal 


tic May Day demonstration of 19 38, 
jJvst a few months before the mentally 
blind-folded masses were pushed into 
the yarming chasm, the workers marched 
not under the slogans "Intcrnational 
proletarian solidarity," "Class strug- 
glo against the bourgeoisie," and "For 
a workers! and peasants'republic," but 
under the treacherous sign of the 
bourgeois—Stalinist "democfatic front}! 
The photognaph of this elaborate May 


Day parade appeured in the Stalinist 
pross: 

"The May Day demonstrution in 

Prague is pictured. Floats depict 


the demoeratic front — Paris — 
Prague — Moscow — ugiinst fascism." 
(Daily Worker, June 4, 1938.) 


Almost to the very day when the bétray- 
awl was consummated the Czechoslovakian 
Imasse@s were prevented by their mislead— 
ers from awakening to the danger, wore 
chloroformed into a sense of sccurity 
by a spoll-binding barrage of reassur- 
ing illusions. Thopota Lins Scee ond: sO- 
cial-democratic opportunists instilled 
in the workers! minds relianee not upon 
revolutionary action of the masses but 
upon "democracies," upon "collective 
socurity,"” and last but.mot least, re~ 
liance upon Stalin. 


"And who can doubt 
strensth of Czechoslovukia 


that the 
comes not 


only from her own love of liberty, 
but from the strength which she de- 
rives from COLLECTIVE SECURITY pacts 


with the Soviet Unicn and France?" 
(Daily Workor, June 14, 1938.) 


Stalin's diplomats and ugonts were 
Giving glib promises without indicating 
even the slightest reservations: 

"Remember that Litvinov has said 
that the Soviet Union will fulfill 
all of its. obligations towards Gze- 
choslovakia, as stipulated by the 
pacte There is no doubt but. that 
this socialist stat2 pursucs quite a 
different policy than that of imperi 
alist states. 

"The people of the Soviet Union 
say that wien Hitler attacks Czecho- 
slovakia, they will holp." (Gottwala, 
quoted by Theodore Draper, Daily 
Worker, June 4, 1938.) 


>. ee 


our. principles and we 
our treaties. We will 
to these principles and 
(Alexander 


"We have 
are tied by 
be faithful 
to these treaties." 


A. Troyanovsky, Daily Worker, May 26, 


1938.) 


"Above all, Hitler cannot doubt 
the firmness and resolve of Czecho- 
glovakia's allies. The Soviet Union 
and France will tulfill their oblig- 
ations." (G. Peri, World News and 
Views, Sept. 10, 1938, p. 1011.) 


The unsuspecting Stalinist and 
Socialist workers took it all in with 
@ quiet trusting attitude and confi- 
dent hope. Later the Stalinists wrig- 
gled out of all these promises and as- 
gsurances declaring they would. fight if 
France fought. 

While the masses were paralyzed 
in the strait-jacket of opportunism, 
not in Czechoslovakia alone but also 
in France, and not only in these two 
countries but throughout the entire 
world including the burocraticully 
stifled Soviet Union, the tragic drama 
of the destruction of the contemporury 
labor movement moved on to the next 
stuge. 


To any one whose mind was free 
from opportunist confusion and was obd- 
serving events with Marxist under~ 
standing, the course of history had 
been munifestly clear. The teamwork 
between the "great democracies" and 
the Fascist powers was a fact. It 
could be seon with a naked eye in the 
principal mile-posts: rearmanent of 
German imperialism; Saur, Austria. 
The attitude of Stalinism towards Hit- 
ler's advanceswas that of philosophic 
resignation with polite gestures to 
Hitler us exemplified by Litvinov's 
speech of January 19, 1935 at the 
Council of the League of Nations: 


“With great satisfaction we can 
today record the success of the ap- 
plication of the right of self~det~ 

ermination of the peoples, which 
represents one of the basic prin- 
ciples of the international policy 
of my governmentt.....The great maje 
ority of the Saar people has told 
us that it wishes to remain Gorman 


and that it wishes to share that 
destiny of its countrymen in evory 
respect. Woe must confine ourselves 
to rospecting such a decision and 
to congratulating the German people 
upon the return of its sons in the 
Saar." 


The cold-blooded role the "demo- 
eracies" performed when Hitler seized 
Austria made many a sinplo-minded > 
petty-bourgeois gasp in astonishment. 
That the policy of the "democrucies" 
was tacit approval of Hitler's predut- 
ory acts was wnmistakablo and sinister. 
The seizure of Austria was but the 
pattern of evonts to come. A few pre- 
liminary steps and Hitlorism would 
reach out to engulf more territories, 
its gigantic tide sweeping to the Eust 
towards the Ukraine and the Black Sea. 


Hitlor's lever in Czechoslovakia 
was the Henlein Nazi party. The day- 
to-day developments testificd to the 


growing strength of the German nation- 

alist poison. The fraternization of 

the toiling masses with their exploit- 

ers under the Stalinist and Social- 

democratic banner of "democracy" in 

Czechoslovakia and other "democratic" 

countries roacted disastrously upon 

the workers. It facilitatod the ef- 

forts of the Nazis to break down class~ 
consciousness among the Germun workers 

wnd under tne sign of "raci2l purtty" 

and "national unity" make drsmaticully 

swift inroads not only umong tac petty- 
bourgeoisie but even into tho ranks of 

the prolotariat. 


It must be noted thut the Czech 
"domocrutic" capitalists did absolute- 
ly not..ing to stop the Henlein move- 
ment, hough they were quite awar e 
that the ultimate aim of the Sudetan 
Nazis was unification with Berlin. The 
reason for this was that the Czech 
bourgeOisic, unlike the misled prolet- 
ariat, put its class intcrosts above 
the question of State boundarics, and 
fearing a revolutionury development 
within the proletariat saw in the 
Sudeten Nazis a safeguard for private 
property. The Stalinists revealed 
this one montn before the Sevonth Con- 
gress: 


"How was it that the Government 


el Ore 


did nothing in order to check the 
development of a movement which was 
obviously in the service of Hitler? 
The answer is: The Henlein party 
was founded in order to prevent the 
radicatization process taking place 
in the German working masses from 
developing in a revolutionary dir- 
ection. And here the class inter- 
ests of the Czech and the German 
bourgeoisie coincided." (Inprecorr, 
June 22, 1935 p. 681.) 


The Stalinists also admitted that 
the imperialistic Czech bourgeoisie, 
steeped in greed for immediate gains, 
played into the hands of the Hitlerites 
through the Czech nationalist policy: 


"This advance of fascism is par- 
ticularly serious in the German 
districts where the Henlein fascists 
are making use of the nationalist 
discrimination policy of the Czech 
bourgeoisie in their fascist propa- 
ganda and hardly conceal their real 
aim — union with Hitler Germany — 
by means of asseverations of loya]- 


ty. The government is not taking 
any action against this fascist 
propaganda, still less is it doing 


Czech fas- 
May 18, 1935, 


anything against the 
cists." (Inprecorr, 
p. 559.) 


One would be in error to conclude 
that under the cry of defense of Czo~ 
choslovakia aguinst Hitler the Stalin- 
ist burocrats were concerned with the 
dreadful lot that would befall the 
Stalinist and Socialist workers, the 
first to perish in corcentration camps 
and on the scaffold. It wovld be idle 
to expect this from Stalinism. The 
only interests that Stalinism defends 
are the interests of the Kremlin 
clique and the privileged burocratic 
crust of Soviet society. 


Lest the reader deludes:himgalf 
with the idea that the hearts of the 
Stalinist burocrats bleed for the 
workers whom they themselves bring un- 
der the heel of fascism, we cite the 
fact that the leaders of the Stalinist 
Comintern, years back, at the Twelfth 
Plenum in 1932, even charged the Nazi 
movement with betraying the national 
cause of German minorities in other 


gountries. Stalinism accused the Nazi 
leaders of cowardice for not daring to 


demand back the German territories 
given by the Versailles treaty to 
Poland: 

"What has been the nationalism 


of the Nazis in the question of the 
territories of German nationalities, 
severed from Germany? An open be- 
trayal of the national cause of the 
Tyrolese. Unconditional surrender 
in tho Anschluss-Quostion of the 
Austrians. The Nazi loaders have 
not even dared to put point blank 
the question of the reunion of tho 
Polish territories snatched from 
Germany, with their German popu- 
lation." (Kuusinen, Prepare for Po- 
wer, p. 145.) 


Thus the Stalinists in those days act- 
ually egged the Nazis on to declare 
for seizure of territories, against 
which seizure the Stalinists today 
hypocritically protest. 


Thus, not only were the workers 
of German minorities in Czechoslovakia 
and in other countries not forewarned 
that Hitler, onco in power, would 
strive with might and main to lay his 
bloody hands upon them but thwy wero 
actually made to believe the fatal 
fairy-tale that the Nazis were not 
nationalistic enough. 


In the Latter part of September 
1938, against the background of the 
living textures of the historical dc- 
velopment within the camp of the pro- 
letariat and that of the bourgooisic, 
the great imperdalist powers, "demo~ 
cratic" and fascist, made a sharp turn 
towards cooperation. A moment before, 
to those who contemplate history in a 
mysterious haze, the capitalist world 
totteted on the brink of doom. 


To avoid unnecessary 
leaps, the great 


perilous 
imperialist powers 

staged an elaborato monster fraud of 

an immodiate threat of an armed con- 

flict among thomselves and used the 

nervo-wracking "war" scare which they 

created tO pave the path for the 

"peace" talks in Munich. 


But though Stalin's diplomacy 
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failed to perpetuate the division an- 
ong the imperialists, his burocratic 
agents of the Comintern - with Socia]- 
democracy contributing its share of 
petty-bourgeois poison — were highly 
successful in completely dazing the 
Masses with the ultra-Kightist fumes. 
Living with their minds in an imagin- 
ary world, the guileless Socialist and 
Stalinist workers hopefully anticipat- 
ed that the "great democracies" and 
the "great Soviet people" would save 
them from the clutches of the sadistic 
Fascists, German as well as Czechoslo- 
vake 


But the writing was there already 
on the wall. As in the previous cases 
of botrayal of the proletariat. by the 
Stalirist and Socialist burocruts the 
new treachery culminated in purest 
horror for the Czechoslovak masses. 


When the Stalinists in 1924—1927 
shackled the Chinese masses to the 
bourgeoisie through the ultra-Rightist 
line, it was Chiang Kai-shek, thoy de- 
clared, who betruyed the Chinese mass— 
es. When throvgh ultra-Leftism they 
delivered the German masses to Hitler, 
it wis Social-democracy they insisted 
which was entirely responsible for the 
betruyal. Now the Stalinist burooruts 
raised the cry that it was Chamberlain 
who was a traitor to the cuuse of 
"democracy," or,in pluin language, who 
turned the masses of Czechoslovakia 
over to Hitler's cutthroats. 

It must be pointed out that to 
the Stalinist burocruts Chamberlain's 
policy was hardly a surprise. If the 
masses, lulled with treacherous pro- 
mises and dcped with illusions had no 
clue to the actual trend of affairs, 
the Stalinist burocrats had. Lost in 
the barrage of fakes about “collective 


socurity" and "democratic front 
aguinst Fascism" were crumbs of news 
of an extrenely serious nature. The 


Stalinists all alons: knew of the true 
character of the policy of tho British 
government and also of tho policy of 
their ally, the French government. 
For example, they saw tha orientation 
of the democracies as oarly as in the 
Spring of this yeur, during tiie Anglo-~ 
French talks in London: 


"It is already a truism that 


+ the Chamberlain government is seek 
ing an agreement with the fascist 
aggressors at all costs..... It is 
clear that with the united efforts 
of Britain and France jointly with 
Other states which oppose war, it 
would be oasy to curd fascist ag- 
gression, but only along the lines 
of collective security. 


"However, the results of the 
Anglo-French talks in London have 
nothing in common with the organiz- 
ation of collective security. The 
decision adopted on the most im 
portant international questions by 
the British and French ministers 
directly encourage the aggressors 
in their further activities of 
plunder’ .......the conference of the 
Anglo-French ministers actually 
cupitulated to the aggressors." 
(Pravda, May 10, 1938.) 


Ard from the following statements 
it is obvious that the Stalinist buro- 
cracy had its eyes wide open when it 
led the Czechoslovak masses into the 
trip Of Fugcism: 


"Piero, is) Yeslly.. "very Little 
mystery uwbout the visit of the Nazi 
leader of the Sudeten districts in 
Gzechoslovakia, Konrad Henlein, to 
London, The he.dquarters of the 
Chumberluin Tory government and of 
the Cliveden set is where all fas- 
cists planning adventure of plunder 
and rupine go before taking their 
MOXL GUSpse ss «- Chumberlain desires 
aoove all to create the conditions 
whereby the Czech Republic will 
meet the fato of Austria."(Gannes, 
Diuily Worker, May 14, 1938.) 


"There is every evidence that 
Prime Minister Chamberlain is work- 
ing hind in hand Wath Halt lor. tio 
turn Czechoslovakia over Oe wadelc) 
brutal mercies of the Fascist war 
machines..." (Daily Worker, June 
14, 1938.) 


Thus the Stalinists knew that, as 
matters stood in the Spring, the doom 
of the Czechoslovak masses was decided 
on by the leaders of world imperialism. 


Had there been a Leninist party 
in Czechoslovakia, or at least in the 
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Sudetenland, it would have made clear 
to the workers the distinction between 
Marxism, gathering dust, and flourish— 
ing opportunism. The nature of Stali- 
nism (burocratic centralism of the 
proletarian State), how it originated 
and developed (Stalin-Zinoviev-Kamenev 
conspiracy; Trotsky's game of peace- 
making; the rcle of the Lovestoneites), 
Stalin's method (ultra-Left and ultra- 
Right zigzags) of preventing the erec~ 
tion of another — unburocratized —— 

proletarian state, would have been made 
plain to the workers. The record of 
the. major misleaders, Stalinism and 
Social-~democracy, as mirrored in the 
history of the betrayals in China, 

Germany, Spain and elsewhere - the re~ 
cord as black as tho ace of spades — 
would have been fully presented to the 
masses. Not reliance upon bourgeois— 
Stalinist treaties,these deadly snares 
for. the toiling masses; not dependence 
upon hollow "collective security" 

whose fictitious, deceitful nature was 
cowered up with hypocritical Stalin- 
Socialist-liberal chatter; not mis-— 
placed trust in "democracies" stopping 
Fascism; not unity with their bourg- 
eoisie under Dr. Benes should have 


been the policy of the Czechoslovak 
workers. Independence of proletarian 
struggle against ull its enemies, 


unity with revolutionary workers of 

other countries, alliunce with the 

oppressed, impoverished peasantry, the 

struggle for workers', peasants' and 

soldiers! Soviets, to establish a 

toilers' republic — this should have 
been the line of the workers of Czecho- 
slovakia. 


Some completely demoralized 
people whose brain is corroded with 
pacifist acid will exclaim: Bu t 
worl.du't that involve a hopeless war — 
a wer with the Czech bourgeoisie and 
wits Hitler? Precisely! Such "“hope~ 


loss" wer against its owm and forei gn 
liperiulism was conducted by the Rus- 
sian proietariat lead by Lenin. Such 
"acnsless" war against ths French 
heargeoisie, with the victorious Prus- 
Sian army standing at the gates of 
Paris was fought by the Parisian pro— 
lovariaz in 187. Marx had little 
dovbt that the workers of Paris, iso- 


lated from the rest of Franve and led 
for the most part by petty-bourgeois 


utopian idoalists, 
chance against the 
and Bismarck. Yet, in a letter to 
Kugelman he wrote that capitulation 
without a fight would have demoralized 
the workers. 


hardly stood a 
armies of Thiers 


A federated Soviet 
Czechoslovakia, 
brief poriod, 


republic of 
set up even for a 
would have electrified 
the French, the world proletariat and 
would have called Stalin's hand. The 
treacherous character of the Stalinist 
betrayers and rencgades would have 
been exposed before the masses of the 
ontire world. Protected by natural 
powerful barriers and fortifications 
which rankod among the mighticst in 
the world — all of which was handed 
over by the dastardly Czech bourgeoisae 
to Hitler, the toilers would have 
put up one of the most glorious fights 
in the history of the struggle of the 
Oppressed against their oppressors. 
Under a Bolshevik leadership they 
would have hoisted the Red flag of 
proletarian revolution, overthrowing 
Benes and rushing to the forts and 
mountain passes would have attempted 
to hold back Hitler while appealing 
for assistunce to the workers of all 
countrios, particularly to those of 
France, the Soviet Union and Gcrmany. 
Guided by revolutionary international- 
ism, the proletariat of Czechoslovakia 
would have fratornized with the German 


workers increasing their class- 
consciousness. This inspiring example 
of proletarian solidarity would have 


aroused the workers in Poland and: in 
other countries to a struggle against 
capitalism. 


But there was no Loninist party 
in @zechoslovakia. The politically 
disabled masses were held iholuctably 
in the steel spider-web of opportunist 
decoptim. The Stalinist and Socialist 
betrayers deliberately prevented the 
possibility of smashing tho Czoechoslo- 
vak exploiters and establishing a pro- 
leturiaun republic after the oxumple of 
the Russian workers in 1917. The work- 
ers were tricked into fraternizing with 
their own bourgeoisie. The result 
was that they without a fight wero deo 
divercd 9 Fuscism to die in prisons 
and concentration camps of their ow 
bourgeoisie and of the Nazis. 
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Not only the advancea workers who 
were indoctrinated with the illusions 
about bourgeois democracy ana were the 
first victims of their cowardly ex- 
ploiters, but thousands of refugees, 


Jews, petty-bourgeois democratic 
idealists were forcibly delivered to 
Hitler. 


And as for an asylum for refugees 
escaping persecution, it is a fact 
well-known to the Stalinist burocrats, 
that at no tine wus there in Czecho- 
slovukia a real asylum for the victins 
of reaction: 


"There has never been any right 
of asylum in Czechoslovakia for 
anti-fascist emigrants." (Inprecorr, 
March 9, 1935, p. 296.) 


As every other bourgeois democracy 
in time of supreme crisis, the Czech 
democracy cast off its hypocritical 
mask and proceeded to institute Fas— 
cism. The "democratic front"— 
Prague-Paris—Moscow — against Fascism 
ceused to exist in the imaginations of 
the misled Stulinist workers. In real 
life this . "front" never existed. The 
Czechoslovek bourgeoisie ceased being 
the vassal of French imperialism and 
became a vassal of Hitler. 


Having skillfully poured into the 
masses the stream of ultra-Rizht 
poison for a few years now,the Stulin- 
ist burocrats during the hectic days 
at the close of September transformed 
this streum into a veritable Niagara 
of inonstrous illusions and insensibil- 
ity-producing fukery. The wide sweep 
Ot deception touched the most ficti- 
tious shores. "French Psoplo Firm for 
Pacts to Save Peace, Czechoslovakia" 
shricked the chloroforming headline in 
the Duily Worker, September <0, 1938.6 
And the "expert" on international af- 
fairs, Harry Gunnes, in the same issue 
of the Daily Worker assured the work- 
ers that "Daladier and his. fellow cap- 
itulutors will face the mighty and 
poworful Popular Front." This "mighty" 
and "powerful" Stalinist-initiated 
ultra-Rightist device was already in a 
state of decay and wus separated by 
only a few days from complete collapse. 


"fhe people will be heard! In 


the latest news, it is the PEOPLE who 
are beginning to say THEIR word" was 
the discovery by the editor of the 
Tiily Worker on September 21, 1938. 


Major diplomatic frauds of inter- 
national impcriuligsm wore held up be- 
fore tue bewildered masses us weapons 
of struggle aguinst Hitler. "America 
should roaffirm its adherence to tho 
principtes of the Kellogg-Briand Pact 
waich provids for joint condemnation 
gf an aggressor" suid the Daily Worker 
editorial on September 23, concealing 
the fact, long astaublished by Lenin, 
that all imperialist powers ure aggros- 
sors. And in this case the aggressors 
against Czechoslovukia — to transform 
it into a spring-ooard for an attack 
upon the sick workers State - woro not 
Germany und Italy alone, but also Eng- 
land, France and America tw wiiom the 
American workers were told to look for 
action to save the Czechoslovak masses. 


"Tho widest possible mobiliza- 
tion of all peace-loving forces is 
necded to urge President Roosevelt 
to declarc the U. Se government 
ready to consult with all govern- 
monts interested in preserving 
peace, and onforcement of paragraph 
338 of the Tartff Act to stop all 
trade with Gormany"— 


was the “Bolshevik" tactic offered by 
the raving Stalinist burocrat, Israel 
Amter, in the Duily Worker of September 
28th. "United Czechoslovak People 

will not yicld, says brothor of Benes" 
the Duily Worker reported in the same 
issue. "Indicitions mount that the 
Czechosloyak people intend to resist 
enslavement by Hitler" lied desperate- 
ly the editors of the Duily Worker on 
October,lst. This was the day of the 
huge Stalinist "Save Czechoslovakia" 

parade which was part of their gumo of 
cOvoring-up their ghastly betrayal, the 

very day whon tho cowardly Czech bourg- 
eoisic, having ordered the army to 

clear the roads and mountuin passes, 

let tho Hitler troops onter Czsechoslo- 

vakia. he main aim the Comintern pur— 
suod, that of preventing the masses of 
Czochoslovakia, shaken by the crisis, 

from establishing a Czechoslovak work- 

erg .r ep ub IT.iic was crowned 
with succoss.e 
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Following the consummation of the 
betrayal, the Stalinist burocrats pro- 
ceeded to cover up the new hideous 
crime against the workers. This work 
wos done neatly, and so far, quite 
successfully. While in Czechoslovakia 
radical workers, Jews and other prey 
of Fascism were being destroyed, many 
destroying themselves, the Stalinist 
burocrats placed the heavy uccent upon 
themes that drew the minds of the 
Stalinist workers away from the cent— 
ral picture of historicul developments. 
"LEWIS CALLS C I O CONVENTION NOV 14" 
(Main headline, Daily Worker, October 


6, 1938). "A F L COUNCIL LEADER ASKS 
UNITY WITH C I O" was the chief head- 
line in the Daily Worker, October 8, 


sandwiched between two lightor ones 
"YANK$,CUBS CLASH IN WORLD'S SERIES AT 
STADIUM TODAY" and "CHAMBERLAIN TRIES 
TO DRAG BPAIN TO THE GALLOWS." 


* * * * 


The cold-blooded botrayul of the 
Czechoslovak masses is but an added 
link to the long and gory chain of the 
anti-workingclass treachery and crimes 
of Stalinism from 1922 on, the chief 
enemy among the workers whicn is aided 
directly or indirectly by all other 
opportunist tendencios within the pro- 
letariat. And unless Stalinism and 
the rest of the opportunist forces are 
exposed and thus smashed,new betrayals 
are as good as certain. 


Owing to the burocratic distor- 
tion and degeneration of the first pro- 
letariun State thero is a furious tem 
pest of the bluckest reaction raging 
throughout the entire world. To speuk 
of encouraging signs at this momont is 
to decsive the workers. The outlook 
is dark. But dark though it is, it is 
not hopeless. Truc, numerous, really 
priceless achievements won by the in- 
ternational workingclass over « period 
of decudes of bitter struggle huve 
been ruthlessly swept awiy by the sav— 
age bourgeois reaction and the vile 
Stalinist burocracy. But all is not 
lost. Many of the guins such us the 
limited rights of organization, propa- 
ganda, etc. are still ksld by the 
workers in fFrunce, England, America 
and in a few other countries. Much 
cun and must be done to hold what is 


* 


° In the Saarbrucken spoech Hitler 
flung a thinly disguised threat ag— 


ainst the Sovist Union, pointed out 
even by the bourgeois press. But the 
Stalinist burocrats, fearing that 


their followers might become greatly 
alarmed and start out upon the path of 
investigation and frightful discover- 
ies, changed the emphasis in Hitlor's 
speech. "HITLER FLINGS NEW THREAT TO 
FRANCE" was the heavy line across the 
front page of the Daily Worker, Octo- 
ber 10, 1938. The topmost  headlire 
read "YANKS WIN; BREAK ALL RECORDS 
WITH SRD STRAIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP." As 
the terror against the masses spread 
throughout «Czechoslovakia the Stalin- 
ist burocrats began to treat this 
gruesome tragedy as merely "....the 


episode of Czechoslovakia..." (Daily 
Woo: rik evr, October 12, 1938,page 2 
column 6.) 
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left and utilize it for the struggle to 
Overthrow capitalism. Every effort mat 
be made to defend the remnants of the 
conquest of Octover — the socialized 

Yadustiry — against both major devastat- 
ting forces inside and outside the 
proletariat, the Stalinist burocracy 
and world imperialism. The furious 
cyclone of bourgeois roaction can and 
ust bo beaten back. Lenin's analysis 
may, after all, prove correct, that 
this is the epoch of imperialist war 
and proletarian revolution. 


Bat), Ait, iis important to bear in 
mind that tnings don't happen by theme 
selves, oither in the camp of the 
bourgeOisie or in the camp of the pro= 
letariat. Marx, Engels and Lenin 
stressed the importance of conscious 
revolutionary activity. Apathy and 
demoralizgation are deadly ensmics of 
the workers and must be ruthlessly 
combatted for they invite defeats, An 
attituce of marking time, of dubious 
speculations augurs fatal consequences 
for the masses. Passive trust in the 
future is rank idiocy. Only the cour- 
age of an active mind, commensurate 
with the gravity of the historical mo~ 
ment, can cope with the task of arous- 
ing the masses against its onomies. If 
One really wants to ses the end of 


this long spell of reaction. and the 
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beginnine of the turning of the tide 
towards proletarian’ revolution, — one 
must work for itd 


clear. Opportunism 
must be destroyed root and branch. A 
flaming searchlight of exposure must 
be thrown uoon Stalinism and other op- 
portunist forces. The entire develon- 
ment of burocratic degeneration of the 
Soviet Union, Totsizy's,  Buicharin's 
role in assisting to bring about this 
degeneration must be made known to the 
workers in fullest detail. It must be 
made plain how Stalin, aided by the 
Lovestones and Fosters, transformed 
the Comintern into a powerful engino 
Oh ereachiLOn.. The knowledge of the 
post -Leninist development is essential. 


The task is 


Unless this is done, unless the 
workers have the precise knowledge of 
how and when Stalinism arose, of what 
it is, what method it pursucs to prc- 
vent the formation of another prolct- 
arian State, and thus, as a result, 
betrays one section of the world pro- 
lotariat after another to Fascism, ‘the 
workers will be unable to fizht Stal—- 
inism and cstablish a nev revolution- 
ary party. Life to them, without them 
IMOMLMN AEG Swe Ae GNC at VOmmOr ioe tive 
opportunist bluff and deception imper- 
vious to the cyce 


xe The folLovnine was Lert out irom p.7 3 
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An important point to be borne in mind 
Symbolic of the dastardly ‘nature -of 
the Czech bourgeoisie is that as the 
first payment to the Allicd imporial-— 
ists for the ostablishment of a Czech 
State, the Czech bourgeoisic assisted 
in the attempt to destroy Sovict 
Russia and massacred tens of thousands 
of Red workers and peasants in Siberia 
Dio, L919). and: L920. 

The Cgech bourgeoisie under the 
leadership of Mazaryk and his foreign 
minister Benes, did not even recosmize 
honor among thieves. When the Polish 
imperislist bandits, adding another 
cruel trial to the terrible ordeal of 
tue Russian masses, sent almost their 
entire army agoinst the Red Republic, 
the Czech bourgeoisie utilized the op- 
portune moment to snatch from the 
Poles a section of Silcsiae 


MA OtCmace: —tyoON albernat ives tie 
world proletariat is faced with today: 
climination of Stalinism and other op 
portunism from its midst or wmivorsal 
HASCHSM where = 1S) noOwotherse [tds 
impossible to rench the cntire working— 
Closceaeauy “ONnCCs Lt is necessary to 
VC ACwy the eaeteS tire. alae class-conscious 
VaAncunrd ss | pairtiewlanivislthau iscetion 
Witches in the sripv/ofvstalanicm. The 
lessons of CAina, Gcrmeny, of Spain, 
now of Czechoslovakia, must bo brought 
home*to the “proletariat “in all their 
historical si,znificance. The central 
point to remomber — the masses hadno 
Bolshevik party to lead themé 


Oniive by attacking the cvil av its 
roots ‘can ~ the situation be saved for 
the cuslaved toiling messes and for the 
oppressed races and nations. Only by 
Maine we Cl Carls ehOn pie, Orcersmunat 
since 1925 the vorld proletariat nas 


been following the Stalinist policy; 
thatootatin’s: ultra=hert) and “ul tra— 
Risht gigzacs are really once single 


line of decp—loaid strategy to prevent 
HroLetariany PCVolutiron. only “by “the 
persistent vork of tearing the prolote 
arian vanguard from’ the) mad carnival 


of opoortunist delusions can a new 
Leninist movement of granite hardness 


and the masses s tirred 
towards a victorious struggle to save 
the remnants of October, to overthrow 
world capitalism and proceed to crect 
the Communist socictye 

Mazarykx and Benes were real im 
perialist robbers. Tce only, thing 
that preventcd them from grabbing more 


be built 


than they did was their mtecrial and 
military limitations, the dwarfishness 
of their empirce Sometime ago the 


Stalinists did not hide the incontro- 
vVort. bles truth avout. ther imperialist 
nature of Czechoslovakia under Mazaryk 
and Bencss 
"Czechoslovakia “hich had hardly 
optained the national independence 
to which it was undoubtedly cne 
titled, made: an imperialist con- 
quest and acquired possession of 
Carpatho Ukrainia. [as tead oy 8 
granting autonomy to this Ukrainian- 
Magyar country, as definitely laid 
dow in the Treaty, Czechoslovakia 
immediately bogan to oppress it 
nationally, to Fill all the posts 
with Czechs, with white guardists 
who hadifled from Russia and, in 
exceptional cases, with corrupt Uke 
rainians who severely carricd out 
Czechish desires." (Inprocory, 


hori) 7, 1982, pe 307. ) 


ei Be 


LOVESTONEISM AND THR CZECLOSLOVAKIAN BETRAYAL 


What was the Lovestoneites’ part 
in the Czechosiovakian crisis? In 
wnat way dia Lovestoneism lend aid ad 
coufort to Stalinism and,consequently, 
to the international bourgeoisie? 


< 


The Lovestoneites are "“ever-chang- 
ing" ard yot Tundamertally thoy -remain 
tae sate... Thoir-basie> Lins 1@ that of 
Sapp0yt oto olaminek a Duy, tor ppe ci 
ANGE ¢ Sake Tic support..is ulwys dis- 
guised with rejection of some points in 
ftalin's policy and with general "crit— 
icism-" Buried away in the Lovestone 
literuture is hidden their zigzag poli- 
cy waich, a careful survey proves, is 
adetinitely ir line with the Stalinist 
giezags. The ultra-Left policy through 
whicn the Stalinist clique systematic- 
ally blinaed and strangled the German 
workers was ushered in witn Lovestone's 
direct and eager assistance when he was 
still the Stalin-made secretary of the 
"“Corsmunist Party." He» really . brought 
forward the fraud of "social Fascism" 
and holped distort the workers! under- 
stunding of Social-democracy by stating 
that Social—democracy was collaborating 
in all forms of fascism: 


{ 


"There is a noticeable and rapid 
fusion of socialist reformism with 
tno cupitulist state and increasing- 


ly open collaboration between social- 


ist reformism and fascism in all its 


forms." (Jay Lovestone, The Conmunist, 


Nov. 1928, p.660. My emphasis-G.M. ) 


Expelled by his former lieutenants who 


obediently carried out Stalin's instruc- 


tion3, Lovestone went into "opposition" 
to tae policy, ofvesociairascism, “vex= 
horting the Comintern to abandon it. 


The ultra~Left line which Stalin 
brougi.t into play to continue prevent— 
lay proletarian revolution was pictured 
as al "nistake." 
tact through the policy of "criticising" 
tac Stalinist Judases the Lovestoncites 
Weiec cccomplishing the purpose of ap- 


ye aring before the workers as the true 
fo.iowers of Leninism, at the same 


time strengthening the illusion that 
Stalinism was devoted to the interosts 


The truth is, of course, 


of the proletariat and could be influ- 
enced and "corrected." The Stalintst 
trap remuined unexposed and did its 
work. Through the ultra-Left period 
the Lovestoneites saw to it that noth- 
ing of the true history of the devel- 
opment of burocratic contralism in the 
soviet Union and in the Comintern be- 
cure known to the workers. IEssential- 
ly, therefore, Lovestone went hand in 
hand with his former bosse 


When the Stalinist gang held its 
"Seventh Congress," on the floor of 
Wuich the present ultra-Kight trap of 


Popular Frontism and cooperation with 
Social-democracy was officially set up 
Lovestone made an about-face and took 
up a position somewnat to the Left of 
he Stalinists. he new zigzag was 
not revoalod as just a part of the 
Stalinist general line to prevent re- 
volution. The motives of Stalinism, 
the workers were assured by the Love- 
stoneites, were of devotion to the 
masses, and it was necessary to start 


the work of "correcting" Stalin all 
over again. 
"The International is actually 


in danger of breaking with rovolu- 
tionary principles......We must not 
exaggerate the degree to which the 
Comintern has gotten off the rails. 
Its motives are those of unswerving 
loyalty to tne proletariat and that 
is our asset to be counted on in 
fighting to correct its incipient 
bludners." (Bertram D. Wolfe, "The 
Comintern in Denger of Degeneration" 
Workers Age, August 10, 1935.) 


Maintaining silence concerning 
the purpose of Leftist and Rightist 
policy,the Lovestoneites fed the worst 
illusions to the -ensnared workers, 
After a scries of the blackest deeds, 
almost a decade and a natf after the 
first Comintern betrayal in Germany in 
1923 the Lovestoneites coolly assuted 
the masses that Stalin's internatioral 
engine of counter-revolution could be 
"restored"? to Bolshevism: 

"For the 


very reason that the 
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CPSU, which is a Communist Party 
building socialism, completely do- 
Minates the Comintern, it would be 
wrong to deny the possibility of 
restoring the Communist Internatior 
al to revolutionary principles....." 
(Workers Age, Muy 15, 1937.) 
One must bear in mind that this Love- 
stonéite poison, which helped Stalin- 
ism to continue its grip upon the mass- 
es, was poured into the workers! minds 
immediately after the May Days in Bar- 
celona when the hands of the Stalinist 
burocracy. were still dripping with the 
blood of the best workers of Spain. 
This Lovestoneite fakery was spread 
among the masses more than four years 
after Stalinism, assisted as today by 
the Lovestoneites, delivered the Ger~ 
man workers to Hitler! 


To be sure the Lovestoneites punc- 
tuate their support to Stalinism with 
severe sounding "criticism" such as 
the following one; 


"Stalinism is fast reaching tho 
end of its rope and is revealing it- 
self a dangerous anti-labor influ- 
ence." (Workorg Age,June 11,1938.) 


This indefinite evaluation is but 
ons of the avenues of Lovestoneite eva~ 
sion. In a direct way the Lovestoneites 
falsify the purpose for which Stalin 
employs his Comintern: 


"Today the Commmnist Party is 
primarily dedicated to two tasks: 
(1) to defend Soviet foreign policy 
as malpracticed by Stalin; and (2) 
to defend the bloody Stalin regime, 
especially the so-called 'trials! in 
the Soviet Union." (Jay Lovestone, 
Workers Age, June 4, 1938.) 


On the surface this looks like a 
strong anti-Stalinist blast. In real- 
ity it is a subtle distortion and a 
valuajvle assistance to Stalinism. The 
"Communist Party" since Stalin got 
coutrol of it is primarily dedicated 
to tne following tasks: 1) to prevent 
tae rise of a new Marxist party, 2) to 
peovent proletarian revolution, and 3) 
to forestall the removal of the Stalin- 
iss burocracy. Its work in relation 
to Stulin's foreign and internal poli- 
cy is supplementary. 


: Had the advanced workers of Cze— 
choslovakia imown the exact nature of 
Stalinism, had they been clear as to 
tho true aim behind the policies of 
tho Comintern, had they understood the 
role of Social-democracy, little doubt 
that these advanced workers would have 
joined a revolutionary party which 
would have prepared the masses for any 
contingency. In the task of blind— 
folding the proletariat of Czechoslo- 
vakia the Lovestoneites played a crim 
inal part. They have admitted that 
their group in Czechoslovakia supported 
not. only the counter-revolutionary 
Social-democracy but also and mainly 
the treacherous and bloody Stalinist 
burocracy. Reporting this fact the 
Lovestoneites work thomselves up to a 

high pitch of excitement and manifest 
a touch of the romantic. Taking ad-~ 
vantage of the impossibility of veri- 
fying the facts, the Lovestoneites 
present the ridiculous fantasy that a 
section of the -Czechoslovak Stalinist 
"Party" accepted the Lovestoneite pol- 
itical line: 


"Tt is intoresting to note that 
in Asch the Communist Party is be- 
ing more and more influenced by the 
CeP.0. Tho the district leadership 
of C.P.in Asch has made many grave 
Mistakes flowing from the policy 
dictated by the Prague leadership, 
the membership of the party has ac- 
cepted the proposals of our group 
on all decisive questions. This 
was particularly true witen it came 
to putting up economic, POLITICAL, 
cultural and_national demandse Our 
demand for the liquidation of the 
Henjein party and the arming of the 
workers was unanimously accepted by 
tie district committee of the CeP. 
ohew 0, Ps ander oO. Pai Osevarce s0,ftar 
working closely together." (Workers 
Age, July <, 1938. My emphasis and 
capitals - G.M.) 


What revolutionary worker who ha@ been 
under the Stalinist influence ¢oes not 
know that Stalin's main defense mecha~ 
nism against even the mildest opposi- 
tion consists of a solid wall or white 
hot prejudice,intolerance and pnysical 
inaccessibility? Eventually this wall 
will crumble into dust. So far, how 
ever, only the wildest imagination of 
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unscrupulous opportunists, who effect— 

ively employ bluff, bombast and decep— 
tion, can discover cracks in this wall. 
And yet, the Lovestoneites, without 

batting an eyelash, tell their roaders 

that the hermetically scaled minds of 
tac mombership of the Stalinist party 

opened to receive the proposals ad- 

vanced by the Lovestone group of that 

country. The most arresting point ad- 

vunced by the Lovestoneites is that a 
group of Stalinist loaders unanimously 
agreed to the lLovestoneite demands. 

Moreover, the Lovestoncites unblushing- 

ly trunpet about the "Asch district, 

where the Communist opposition was 

particularly active and where the lo~ 

Gal C.P. followed) ho  C.P.0.: 1 ine" 

(Workers Age, July 9, 1938). And it 

seems that nothing happened to the 

Stulinist members und leaders who 

"followed" tho political course mupped 
out by the Lovestoneite C.P.0. No re- 

perts of wholesule expulsions, no vi- 

cious denunciations of these people as 

"Trotskyite-Bukhurinite Fascist agents 

of Hitler, Mussolini and Francw"™; not 

even a stern warning. Nothing! In- 

deed times have cnunged to a marked 
degree if Jay Lovestone expe cts 

serious workers to gulp down such rich 
fish tules us those cooked up in bland 
vorbiuge cited above. 


There was only one statement 
which was unqu.stibdnably true. "The 
C. Pe and C. P. O. are working closely 
together." Working together not in 
direct collaboration, of course, but 
indirectly preparing the high tragedy 
for the workers of Czechoslov kia. 


In this connection it is worthy 
of attention that the "Purty" with 
which the Lovestoneites were "working 


closely together" was regarded by the 
bourgeoisie as an organization rosemb— 
ling Gladstonian liberals: 


"Thanks to former President Edu- 
ard Benes's ruling years ago, that 
no parties which aimed at the over- 
throw of democracy would be toler- 
ated in the democratic republic, the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 
developed for years alons quite 
unique linos. It became entirely 
non-revolutionary and long since 
hadi dropped all demands for a "dic- 
tatorship cf the proletariat.! It 
became in aims and methods an or- 
gunization closely resembling those 
of the Gladstoniun Liberals in Bri- 
tain." (New York Times, Oct. 
21, 1948.) 


One cannot look to The New York 
Times for an explanaticn of tke true 
nature of St .linism und its poriodical 
ensnuring zigzars. Cortainly not tio 
Lovestone who, ranking hieh in his 
profession, witout doubt underst:nds 
Stulin's bloody gume but who is highly 
inirticul..te on this vitel question. 
And who, moreover, politicilly «lways 
assists Stulin to push the int2ornation- 
al workin class into the abyss of 
bourgeois fascist slavery. 


The roots of the treacherous role 
of Lovestoncism lic hidden in the 
dusty past, in its corrupt origin as 
the eager stirrup-holder for the Stal- 
inist cligue in “the Soviet SUnion = 1t 
helps to perpetuate the Stalinist can- 
cer within the working class for poli- 
thewlly= it is- dnextricibly 7 dound) up 
with the Stalinist system. Only by 
meuns of “thoroughzoing exposure can 
the opportunist disease of Lovestono- 


ism be stumpod out and the honest ele- 
ments under Lovestone's pernicious in- 
ist 


fluence won over to By Leni un 


organization. 


ee) a 
TROTSKYISM AND TH! CZECHOSLOVAKIAN BETRAYAL 


Trotsky's line is neither an ac~- 
cident nor a temporary aberration 
which time and criticism may cure. And 
it would be a mistake to imagine that 
Trotsky and his Cannons and Shachtmans 
are spinning their policy in a casual, 
amateurish, jumbling-along way. The 
roots of the Trotskyist line lie 
buried in the dusty facts of the post- 
Leninist history of the Soviet Union 
and the Comintern. Only a rigid in- 
vestigation can unearth these roots. 
fhe shocking truth is that Trotsky 
bears a heavy responsibility for the 
rise of Stalinism and therefore for 
the blgck situation existing in the 
world today. 


Trotsky started out in 1922 with 
opposing Lenin's line which was 
for removing Stalin ("I am against re- 
moving Stalin" Trotsky, MY LIFE, page 
486). When Eastman revealed to the 
world that Lenin had left a "will" to 
the party advising the removal of Sta 
lin, Trotsky, wooing Stalin's g 00 d- 
will, suppressed the truth,this impor- 
tant document embudying the Leninis t 
policy against Stalin. Trotsky wrote: 


"Comrade Lenin HAS NOT LEFT ANY 
'WILL'; the character of his rela~ 
tions to the Party, and the char- 
acter of the Party itself, exclude@ 
the possibility of such a 'will'... 
Ali talk with regard to a concealed 
or mutilated 'will' is nothing but 
a DESPICABLE LIE.....It sufficies to 
ask: ‘If wo assume that the mali- 
cious characterization of our lead- 
ing Party comrades given by Eastman 
is only party correct, how is it 
possible that this Party should 
have emerged from long years of il~ 
legal struggle, how could it stand 
at the head of masses of milli- 
ons, carried through the greatost 
revolution of the world, to further 
the formation of revolutionary par- 
ties in othor countries?! 

"There is no sincere worker who 

will believe in the picture painted 
by Eastman." (Inpiecorr, September 3, 
1925. pp.105,106. My emphasis—G.M. ) 


Much later, in explaining the reason 
for his outrageous deception of the 


workers, Trotsky made an admission 
that his policy toward the scheming 
burocrat, Stalin, was that of concili- 
ation and peace-making: 


"My then statement on Eastman 
can be understood only as an integ- 
ral part of our then line toward 
CONCILIATION AND PEACE-MA KING." 
(Leon Trotsky, The New Internation- 
al, Nevember 1934.) 


Unity with Stalinism was the key- 
note of Trotsky's platform of the Op~ 
position. Although the  5talinists 
transformed the party into an instru- 
mont to secure and further the inter- 
ests of the Usurper and his burocratic 
pyramid, Trotsky honored this instru- 
ment with the title "Leninist Russian 
Communist Party." 


"The opposition is for the unity 
of the Party. Stalin propagates 
his own program — to 'cut off! the 
Opposition — under the false flag 
of a pretonse that the opposition 
wants to create a ‘second! party. 
The Opposition answers with its 
slogan: ‘Unity of the Leninist Rus- 
sian Communist Party AT ALL COSTS! 
eoeeeOur task is to preserve the 
unity of the party at ALL COSTS." 
(The Real Situation in Russia, 
p. 125 — My emphasis—G.M.) 


When Trotsky had been exiled to 
Turkey he was free to speak. And in 
an unguarded fashion, not unlike Stal- 
in's reckless admission of the fact 
that Lenin had left word to remove him 
from the post of General Secretary, 
Trotsky made the astounding confession 
that he did all ho could to avoida 
strugglo against Stalin. And what 
more, he stated quite bluntly that he 
did not regret the course he had fol- 
lowed, and he made it quite plain that 
he doliberately chose defeat instead 
of victory! 

"To the last possibility I av- 
Oided the struggle. This is not 
the place to discuss the question 
whether it was correct at the price 
of the greatest personal concession 
to tend to preserve the ground of 
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collective work,or it was necessary 
for me to go over to an offensive 
along the entire line, despite the 


absence for this of political bases. 


The fact is that I chose the first 
path, and despite everything do not 
repent it. There are victories 
which lead into a blind alley, and 
there are defeats which open up new 
ways." (Leon Trotsky, "What Happon~ 
ed and How," p. 34 Six articles 


for the bourgeois presse My ompha- 
sis - G.M.) 
With this position as the basis, 


Trotsky unfolded His "“Holshevik" line 
of winning renegade Stalin back to 
Bolshevism. Trotsky said no one could 
tear him away from the Stalinist 
"Comintern." 


"The Opposition needs no other 
soil than that of the Communist In- 
ternational. No one will succeed 
jin tearing us away from it." (The 
Strategy of the World Revolution, 
Pe 86.) 


The putrid criminals going by the 
name of "Communist leaders" were paint- 
ed by Trotsky as misled revolutionists: 


"The Communist leaders, though 
confused, poor and incapable, are 
revolutionists or semi-revolution- 
ists that have been led from the 
right track. That is not one and 
the sume. The social democracy must 
be destroyed. The Commnist Party 
must be corrected." (Leon Trotsky, 
WHAT NEXT, pe 113.) 


Meanwhile Stalin employed his ul- 
tra-Left zigzaz to paralyzo and dis- 
rupt the proletariat. Ahcad loomed 
the monsttous betrayal in Germany. In 
those critical three years (1930-1932) 
it was necessary to tell the workers 
the whole truth about the treacherous 
nature of Stalinism which was strangl- 
ing the world working class. No one 
on this planet lmnew virtually the en- 


tire truth except Trotsky. But Trotsky, 


instead of warning the workers against 
the "Communist Party" as a deadly trap 
for the masses, did the very opposite: 


"Our differences with the Party's 
poliey, which isolates it from the 


wasses and impedes the revolution-— 
ary movement in this and other 
countries, cannot 6liminate the 
fact that the Communist party is 
the only working class party in thr 
ficld,the only revolutionary party, 
the only party which stands for the 
interosts of the working class 

TODAY and TOMORROW." (The Militant, 
Oct. 29, 1932. My emphasis—G.M.) 


Tlis Stalinist opium was given 
ne workers exactly three months 
prior to Hitler's assuming power. 


On Germany Trotsky's line misled 
the workers and played directly into 
the hands of Stalin and the bourgooi- 
sic. Trotsky helped riveting the 
minds of the workers to Stalinism:.as- 
suring them that a Bolshevik turn on 
the part of the Stalinists w as 
inevitable. "For a turn in the poli- 
cy of tho CeP.G." (The Militant, May 
7, 1932). "Leninist turn imperative 
in Germany" (The Militant, June 25, 


1932). “The About-face of the Stalin 
ists is inevitablel" (Loon T r o tsky 
GERMANY WHAT NEXT, p. 182. My om 
phasis ~ G.M.) 

All this, naturally, helped to 


tic the workers securely to the Stal- 
inist countor-revolutionary "party." 


The only road that could have 
saved the German proletariat — the 
building of a new Communist Party ~ 
was flatly rejected by Trotsky as 
"“crininal," insisting upon the policy 
of “correcting” the Stalinist ouroc- 
rats: 


"It would be a criminal act on 
the part of the Opposition Commun- 
ists to take, like Urbans and Co. 
to the road of creating a new Com 
munist party, before making some 
serious efforts tO change the 
course of the old party." (Germany, 
What Next, pe 184.) 


Trotsky's evaluation of the pos- 
sibility of Hitler takins power also 
warked hand in glove with Stalinism. 
Prior to the advent of Hitler to chan 
eellorship through the constitutional 
action of President von Hindenburg, 
Trotsky with a true "Marxist" foro- 


sight- wrote: 


"If Hitler swears that he will 
attain to power orly constitutional 
ly then it is clear that the danger 
of Fascism is not so great today." 
GERMANY, WHAT NEXT, p. 148.) 


This misleading assurance was giv- 
en to tne workers 4m September 1932! 
But a few weeks after Hitler had been 
given power, Trotsky muddled the work 
ers' minds with this piece One 
"Marxian" analysis? 


"There is no way of getting ar~ 
ound without the Nazis. But it is 
likewise impossibie to give over to 
them the actual power; today the 
threat on the part. of tne prolet+ 
arsati de not seo acute: that the 
higher-ups should consciously pro- 
voke a civil war with pruplematic 

outcome." (Trotsky Analyses German 
Situation, THE MILITANT, February 
24, 1933. My emphasis - G.M.) 


In this mannet Trotsky objective-~ 
ly rendercd» Stalin and the German 
bourgeoisic an extrenely valuable ser- 
vice, hclping to deceive, mislead and 
confuse the German proletariat and 
turn it over to the tender mercies of 
the Nazis. 


So much for Trotsky's line dur- 
ing the Stalinist ultra-Leftist "Third 
Period." 


When Stalin began to make the 
turn — not toward Leninism,as Trotsky 
had boen telling the workers, but to- 
ward ultra-Rightism, Trotsky hero, 
too, laid down a line that fucilitated 
Stalin's dropping "social fascism" and 
going over to the close collaboration 
Witn Sociaul-democracy, Trotsky launch- 
ed his "French Turn" backed by the 
distortion of the true character of 
the reactionary Social—democracy : 


"The destiny of the proletariat 
depends, in large measure, in our 
epoch, upon the resolute manner 


with which the social-aemocracy 
will succeed in the brief interval 
which ig vouchsafed it oy the march 
of development, in breaking with 
the bourgeois state, in transform 


ing itself and in preparing itself 
for the dscisive stiuggle against 
Fascism" (Ths New International, 
September-October 1934.) 


This was a distortion cut out of 
tho whole cloth. Life proved conclus- 
ively that Social-democracy never 
breaks with the bourgeois State. 


In the resolution approving the 
French Turn, Trotsky divided Social- 
democracy into two sections: one sec- 
tion secving the bourgeoisie, the oth- 
er participating in the revolution 
agiinst the bourgooisis: 


oneself with ab- 
stractions --- 'reformism,! 'sccond 
internetionai':<— is to ignore or 
blui the diffevences between asoc- 
ial demosravy which constitutes the 
power of the bourgeoisie, and a so- 
cial democracy whith participates 
in a revolution against the bourg- 
eoisic." (Resolution on the French 
Turn, approved by the October En= 
larged Plemam of the L.C.I. (B.L.) 


MOMs Gas hey" 


Preciscly what all the Browders and 
Tnhorozes tozd the workers in order to 


with the ultra-Right device 
revolution against 


trap them 
for preventing tho 
the bourgeodisis. 


which the two 
organized to 
hailed by 


The “united front" 
qreacherous busocracies 
gut the proletariat was 
Trotsky as embodying "possibilitics, 
"Wo have aiready said that the united 
frons of the Socialist and Communist 
parties embodies immense possibilitics. 
If only it wants it seriously, it will 
tomorrow become master in France. But 
the will must be there." (L. Bae, 
WHITHER FRANCE, p. 43.) 


That's how Trotsky greased the 
road for the Popular Front government 
that paralyzed and betrayed the French 
workerse 


In what way did the Trotskyites 
througn tneir political position ren- 
der inestimable service to the Stalin- 
ist reaction and international impori- 
alism, aiding Stalinism to prevent 
proletarian revolution in Czechosl ovak- 
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ia, thereby betraying the toilers of 
that country ta Fascism? 


The peril to the Czechoslovakian 
masses, in their own ranks, lay in 
Stalinism and Social-democracy. Ag- 
ainst these two powerful opportunist 
forces only a correct analysis of both, 
only unvarnished truth, had the possi- 
bility of making headway. It is pre- 
cisely in this field that the Trotsky~ 
ist policy worked for the undoing of 
the toilers of Czechoslovakia. 


In the first instance the nature 
and purpose of the Stalinist Comintern, 
this mightiest of all engines of coun- 
ter-revolution excrting pressure and 
unmeasured influonce among the masses, 
was not only not disclosed by the Trot- 
skyites but was actually concealed and 
distorted. 


"The American Communist Party, 
like its sister organizations every- 
where, is nothing but a diplomatic 
instrument of the Soviet Foreign 
Office." (C. P. Convention, Social- 
ist Appeal, June 14, 1938.) 


This is false to the core! Such mis- 
leading statements sorve as an cffect- 
ive cover for the actual role the Stal- 
inist "parties" perform within the in-~ 
ternational workingclass. Workers 
could never suspect, Once such dis— 
tortions became part of their thinking, 
that the chief task the Stalinist 
"“narties" are assigned to by the priv- 
eleged burocracy of tho Soviet Un- 
ion is to prevent the proletariat from 
ostablishing itself in power. 


One must bear in mind, while 
scrutinizing the Trotskyite position, 
that the proletariat, particularly its 
advuneced scction, in the titanic pro- 
cess of the class struggle, observes 
the experience of the workers of all 
countries. Moreover, it is cqually 
important to remember that the Trotsky- 
ites have been active in CzechosloO 
vakia, as in other countries, and were 
spreading Trotskyist writings contain-~ 
ing some of the wo#st distortions, con- 
tradictions and confusion on the most 
vital issues confronting the workers 
(See IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM Nos. 3 
and 5). Only by having this picture 


an view can the extent of the damage 
done by Trotskyism be gauged. 


The hiding by Trotskyism of 
the*réle of the Comintern has been 
quite systomatic and persistent. 


No inkling of an explanation of 
the ultra-Right and the ultraLeft 
zigzags as being two parts of the same 
hangman's noose has been given to the 
workers by Trotskvyism. The basic les- 
son of tho stifling of the German re- 
volution through the ultra-Leftist 
zigzag, the doliberate betrayal of the 
workers to Hitler has been carefully 
concealed. The shrewd and cold-blooded 
action of Stalin in Germany has been 
piven a false coloring,misrepresentecd 
as “capitulation” to. Hitler seAfiim 
has bocn drawn over the workers eyes 
by picturing Stalin's policy as "cow 
ardly" and "stupid." Not only was 
this chloroforming work being perform 
ed by Trotskyism among the Czec.oslo- 
vakian workers while their fate hung 
in the balance, but it has been conti- 
nued even after Stalinism and Social- 
democracy successfully brought the 
masses of Czechoslovakia to their doom. 
Trotsky writes in the New Internation- 
al for October 1938: "The revolting 
capitulation of the Comintern in Ger- 
many tacitly accepted by all its sec- 
tions." In -the Socialist Appoal for 
October 22, 1938, the Trotskyites sive 
the followine misloading "explanation" 
for the coming of Hitler to power — 
avOiding as over tollins the exact 
meaning of tho Stalinist zigzags: 


"The lamentable tragody of the 
German and thon the Austrian, the 
Saar and the Czech proletariat can 
be traced to the criminal capitu- 
lation of Stalinism to Hitlor in 
1935, in which it outdid the long- 
ago bankrupt social democracy in 
cowardice and treachery. Under 
guise of the turice-stupid policy of 
‘united front only fpom below,! the 
Stalinists condemned tho German pro- 
letariat to a state of division 
through which fascism marched un- 
molestedly to power."(Socialist Ap- 
peal, October 22, 1938, p. 3. My 
emphasis - G.M.) 


While Stalin's ultra-Loft zigzag 
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was Yepresonted as "stupid," "capitula- 
tory," "mistakes," in brief, as a prag- 


matic makeshift, the ultra-Right zig- 
zag, to whict Stalinism had to resort 
to continue stifling the international 
working-class, was declared to be hing- 


ing upon Stalin's foreign policy. The 
workers of Czechoslovakia were told 
that the privileged Stalinist clique 


stifled the revolution in Spain not be- 


cause the specific task of the Comintern 


since 1923 on has been to disrupt the 
revolution wherever it raises its head, 
and thus sell the workers dow the riv— 
er into tourgeois military slavery, but 
because Stalin wooed his allies in Par- 
is and London. The same reason (Franco 
Soviet Pact)was given for the Stalinist 
sabotage of revolution in France. The 
concealment and distortion of the true 
meaning of the ultria-Right line of the 
Seventh Congress aided Stalinism and the 
bourgeoisie to seal the fate of the 
Czechoslovakian masses. Presented in 
the Trotskyist light, Stalin's policy 
could not but appear correct to the 
confused and misled workers of Czecho — 


slovakia. Indeed how else could t i ey 
view a line whose aim it was to con- 
ciliate London and Paris, the direct 


and indirect allies of the "democratic" 
Czechoslovakia which stood-in the men- 
acing shadows of Hitler's guns? 


Even when the dreadful waves of 
the Hitler and Czechoslovakian fascism 
closed over the heads of the workers 
of Czechoslovakia, tho Trotskyites went 
on with distorting the character of 
the hightist zigzag: 


"This . same. policy. lod. ..to...the 
stiiling of the Spanish revolution, 
because the Soviet Union feared 
that the workers! revolution there 


would antugonize its ‘Allies! in 
Paris and London." (Socialist Ap-~ 
peal, October 5, 1938.) 


"The keystone of the entire Krom 
lin policy — the F r anc o-Soviet 
Pact, for the sake of wnich Stalin 
stopped the French revolution, sabo-~ 

_ taged Spain, and handed Czochoslo 


vakia. to Hitler: dissolved by a 
three hour conversation in the 
Bavarian Alps." (The Now Intcrna- 
tional, Octobor 1938, p. 292. My 


ompmasise 


har G.M.) 


InpoOthocewores a itee Stalin haduno al— 
lics among the bourgeois powers, no 
pacts with thom, there would have been 
no. .cause 40 prevent proletarian 
revolution] 


Apart from this, we call the 
reader's attention to the somewhat am- 
using fact that the opportunists, per- 
dodically caught in their own contra. 
dictions, of necessity must at the 
turn of events include mmong their fab- 
rications some curious absurdities. It 
was for tho sake of the Franco-Soviet 
Pact, the Trotskyitos “enlighten" the 
workors, that Stalin "handed Czocho- 
slovakia to Hitler"! Leoring into the 
faces of the Trotskyites concrete life 
shows the world that the passing of 
Czechoslovakia into Hitler's hands 
spclled the beginning of the end of 
tne Franco-Soviet Pacte 


No sooner did the calamity 0 ver- 
whelm the Czechoslovakian masses than 
the Trotskyites poured a fresh torrent 


or destructive distortions and illu- 
sions into the tortured minds of the 
international proletariat. It was ob- 


that all the sections of the 
"International" were active 
vociferous in their sham 
struggle against Fascism. The fact 
mist be stressed that wnfortunately 
the working class fell under the sini- 
stor spell of the Stalinist and also 
of the Social~democratic and of other 
misleaders. Tho Trotskyites completely 
vefogged and perverted this unfortun- 
ate reality. 
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"'Commnist International, 'sslf- 
avowed champion of the struggle for 
peace and against fascism — as 
silent as the Kremlin itself. Ths 
French and British branches acne’ 
wore. active and vocal,chasing avout 
in cach country for agroements with 
the arch-nationalist bourgeois pol- 
iticians and raising a furious cla- 
mor for a holy war against fascism 
to be directed by the notorious 
democrats of the English banks anc 
the French stocl trust — a clamor 
to which tur 
ately paid not the sliehtest atten- 
tion." . (Socialist Appeal, October 
22, 1938, pede My emphasis ~ G.M.) 
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The above misshaping of the actu- 
ality is but an attempt at a harmonious 
adjustment with the perennial Trotsky— 
ist dupery that in this period the 
working class does not follow Stalin- 
ism. It is in line with the policy of 
confusing the honest Trotskyist rank- 
and-file within the fool's paradise by 
keeping alive a basic fraud of Trotsky- 
ism, as well as of Lovestoneism and of 
Other pseudo-Bolsheviks - the illusory 
“mass line" through which the workers 
will be reached and organized, the 
Trotskyites and the other "mass-liners" 
argue, and led to overthrow capitalism, 
behind the back of Stalinism. 


Even before Munich it was plain 
that the situation which divided the 
world in two — the social order based 
upon private ownership of the means of 
production on the one hand, and social- 
ized property cstablished by tho Octo- 
ber overthrow of Russian imperialism 
on the other — was coming to a close. 


After Munich it has become crystal 
clear that at last the imperialist 
world has succeeded in shelving its 


conflicts and in ganging up to destroy 
the burocratically crippled proletarian 

State. Should Hitler halt this gigan- 
’ tic tide, which today with the full 
support of French,British and American 
bourgeoisie so irresistibly sweeping 
to the East,then the inter-imporialist 
conflict would lcap to tho fore. break— 
ing the Munich alignment and spelling 
suicide for the bourgeois order in 
Europe. Tho way is being cleared to 
the East for a smashing drive aguinst 
the remants of the October revolution, 
and any sOber-minded revolutionary 
worker can sec it. Not wishing to al- 
arm the workors, Stalin, while fevor- 
ishly fortifying the frontier in the 
Ukraine, tells the workers that Hit- 
ler's eyes look toward France, toward 
China, Spain, South Americas. His 
faithful friond MDuranty obligingly 
aids him with reporting to the bourg— 
eois press the fairy talo of a possi- 
bility of Stalin's understanding with 
Hitler. The Trotskyites, as do the 
Lovestoncites, lap this up with relish 
and throwing in their mite of assist-— 
ance to Stalin in the matter of put~ 


ting over this newest fuko, they dis- 
tract the attention of the workers 
from the real situation by declaring 


that "Stalin's next move will bea 
diplomatic approach to Hitler, and 
Hitler, in turn, will talk business" 
(Socialist Appeal, October 15, 1938. 
My omphasis - G.M.) 


In their destructive work within 
the proloturiat the Stalinists scrve 
in the first place the fat burocratic 
crust in the Soviet Union; indirectly 
they preserve and strengthen world im- 
perialism — both the "domocratic" and 
tho "Fascist" bourgcoisic. he Trot— 
skyites complotely warp this fact out 
of its rexwlistic shape: 


"Tho 
solves, 


Stalinists showed them- 
once again, more glaringly 
shanerul than ever, as nothing but 
disappointed gffice boys of the 
democratic capitalist mastors." 
(Socialist Appeal, October 15, 1938, 
My emphasis - G.M.) 


Caught in an extremely difficult 
pass, just as following the German be- 
trayal, Stalinism will bo compelled,in 
order to continue its deadly grip upon 
the workers, to resort once again toa 
new Zigzag. A sharp warning must be 
sounded +9 the workers who otherwise 
will inevitably fall into the illusion 
that, now that Popular Frontism is ab- 
andoned, the "Comintern" is "returning" 
to the correct Bolshevik policy. The 
workers must be forearmed with the un- 
derstanding of the zigzag method of 
Stalinism in order not to fall into 
the ultra-Left trap. 


Hore is how Trotsky "forewarns" 
and "forcarms" the workers: 


"tpeople's Fronts! on the one 
hand — fascism on the other; these 
are the last political resources of 
imperialism in the struggle against 
the proletarian rovolution." (So- 
Cinlist Appeal, October 22, 1938. 
My omphasis ~ G.M.) 


This is a confusion of tho twofold 
beurgoois mothod of rule — bourgeois 
democracy and fascism — with the two- 
fold method Stalinism employs in fore- 
stalling proletarian revolution. The 
German bourgeoisie was saved by Stalin- 
ism; and so was tho French, Spanish 
and Czechoslovakian bourgeoisic, al- 
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though in the first case the saving 
w.s accomplished through the Leftist 
“Third Period," in the latter instance 
throven the ultra-Rightist "Popu.ar 


Front," Trotsky actually supviics a 
cover for the deadly Stalirist ultra- 
Left trap which is without doubt al- 


ready in its planning stage. Wnile 
Trcetsky does some empty finger-pointing 
at Stalinism he is again, as ever, tip- 
ping the scales in favor of the Stalin- 
ist burocracye 


It has been the Trotskyist policy 
throughout to hide the connection vet» 
ween the Stalinist zigzags. They take 
them up as distinct and sep- 
arate entities. 


ring the Leftist period the 
Trotskyites were rejecting the theory 
of “social fascism." Now they reject 
"Popular Frontism." Then at least 
they definitely stated, perhaps they 
could not help stating, that "social 
fascism" was a Stalinist invention. 
In the case of thé "Popular Front" 
they distort the fact that in applica- 
tion and origin it is. much different 
from the ordinary coalitionism of Soc- 
ial-comocracy, which took place also 
during the Stalinist Left zigzag,and 
that Popular Frontism is the Stalinist 
zigzag laid dow at the Seventh 
Congresse 


Perhaps one of the most dastardly 
documents that post-Leninist Trotsky-— 
ism has ever producéd is the. "Open 
Letter to the Members of ‘the C.P." ap- 
pearing in the Socialist Appeal, Oct. 
1, 1938. Here the cowardly, troacher~ 
ous, evasive, truly criminal nature of 
the Trotskyist opportunists comes into 
viowe There is a careful concoalment 
of the basic facts the knowledge of 
which would make the Stalinist workers 
comprenend the appalling significance 
of Stalinism. Not a word that the Pop- 
ular Front is a consciously conceived 
trap omployed by the shrewd usurpor 
Stalin for the same purpose as was the 
ultra-Left lino, namely, to disrupt 
th2 proletarian revolution and thus 
safes.ard the Stalinist burocracy from 
thie danger from the Left. Not a word 
taat Stalin's engine of betrayal, the 
Comintern, and the entire pot-belliocd 
burocracy of the Soviet Union must be 


emashed. Silence of the necessity of 
breaking with Stalinism pclitically 
and organizationally and of tha supreme 
need of ouilding a nev Communist Party 
~—— not even a half-hearted appeal to 
the Stalinist workers to join the "Bde 
shevik" organization of Cannon. Sil- 
enaa about the need of building a new 
Bolshevik party in the Soviet Union. 
Instead of a vlear statement that Sta~ 
lin has been deliberately betraying 
the international proletariat for a 
decade and a half, only the last four 
years are mentionod. And the finger 
is pointod not at the Judas Stalin and 
his vile paladins but at calléctivo 
security end tho People's Front. "Ag 
ainst the lics and defeats and treach- 
eries of collective security and the 
People's Front." This cry is so remin- 
iscent ox tne other cry some years 
back: "To reject and conden the 
theory of Social Fascism!" (See the 11 
points). At that time it only made it 
easier for Stalin to drop his ultra- 
Leftist snare. Now the cry against 
the Rightist policy only facilitates 
matters fcr Stalin. Is it not obvious 
that such lop-sided "criticism" can 
aid in producing only one effect upon 
the Stalinist workers: when Stalin ab- 
andonsy "Popular Frontism" and swings 
the Comintern +o ultra-Leftism the 
Stalinist workers will hail the change 
as a turn to a "botter Leninist policy!" 
Already there are signs that ultra-Let- 
ism again will raise its grisly head 
among the workers. 


There is in the Trotskyist letter 
to the members of tae Stalinist "party" 
a@wretched string of "your leadars 
have told you" and "For four years 
your leaders have preached" with the 
main weight of "criticism" directed 
not against the blood—bespattcred Kran 
lin clique but against Stalin's 


road. 


As in the case of Lovestone, be- 
Rind all the major policies of the 
Twotskyites lies the dread of genuine 
exposure of Stalinism, which exposure 
would inevitably involve the exposure 
of Trotsky. Hence too, the "mass line" 
which diverts the thoughts and oner- 
gies of the most advanced workers from 
the problem of studying to the mimtest 
detail the origin and character of 
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Stalinism and from opening against it 
a powerful offensive. 


Stalinism is not only one of the 
mightiest political systems that ever 
operated within the working class; it 
is also one of the most complex. In 
its path it is being followed by a 
train of nebulous satellites, some of 
extremely irregular political form. 
Among the erratic members of its re- 
markable system, the most important 
one, in outward appearance standing in 
violent ansagonism to it, is the Trot— 
skyist movement. At one time very 
close to Stalin's political line 
(1922-1926) , the post-Leninist Trotsky- 
ism has been apparently receding from 
it to greater and greater distances 
yet never completely sevoring itself 


from Stalinism. Post-Leninist Trotsky—- 
ism is constrainsd to move over an el- 
ongated orbit, being firmly attached 
to Stalinism with invisible historical 
threadse 


Trotskyism is the most serious 
obstacle in the task of tearing the ad- 
vanced workers from Stalinism. And 
the road to the masses lies only 
through the advanced workers. 


An effectiv2, truly Leninist, 
struggle aguinst capitalism is out of 
the question without smashing all op- 
portunism, particularly Stalinism, the 
main cnemy within the  prolctarian 
ranks. And it is imoossible to shattor 
Stalinism without revealing the whole 
truth about Trotsky. 


LEFT TROTSKYISM WORKS FOR STALIN 


In our previous works we indicat— 
ed that such groups as the Revolution- 
ary Workers Leaguc (Ocnlor, Stamm), 
the League for a Revolutionary Workers 
Party (Field) and some others are 
Left Trotskyites, performing a sabot- 
aging role in the tasx of the struggle 
against Stalinism. Not having a clear 
conception of what Stalinism is they 
follow in the footsteps of Trotsky, ob-~ 
jectively assisting Stalin to put over 
his most vicious lies. Theo L.R.W.Pe 
for example for years misled the work 
ers by assuring them that Stalinism 
and Social-democracy would fuse into 
one moveinent, thus concealing the true 
nature of Stalinism, particularly the 
meaning of the gigzags. 


In the present work we have re— 
vealed that the roason Hitler came to 
power in Germany is that thero was no 
revolutionary party in Gormany or any 
where else; and Stalinism wnich mas-— 
caraded as a party of ravolution, with 
Social-donmocracy,assisted by Lovestone 
and Trotsky, betrayed the masses. The 
Fieldites in an article "Shall We Def- 
end Czechoslovakia?" give the follow 
ing oxplanation: 


"The Republican capitalist gov— 
ernments that preceded Hitler in 


Germany were unable to prepare a 
war of revenge because there was a 
powerful Commnist and labor move- 
ment in Germany thet; threatened to 

turn any war that the bosses might 
start into a socialist revolution. 

But onco Hitler has smashed the lab-— 
or movement with the help of the 
'ereat domocracies,'! the German 
capitalists had their hands free to 
prepare for war." (Workers Voice, 

October 1, 1938. My emphasis - G.M.) 


This deceitful tale of the exist- 
ence in Germany of "a powerful Comnmun- 
ist and labor movement" threatening to 
overthrow the German bourgeoisie, when 
the exact opposite was the fact, is an 
effective covor for the fiendish 
crimes of opportunism in Germany, 
shrouding in obscurity the roots of 
the Czechoslovakian and other betrayals 
and plainly taking on tho aspect of a 
snare. This monstrous distortion is 
porfectly in linc with the Stalinist 
shrewd sophistry that the cause of 
Hitler's smashing labor is tho "betray- 
al" by the great ‘democracies." The 
L.R.WeP. igs an enemy of the internation- 
al working class. It is a gab- 
Otaging agency in the struggle of ex 
posure and destruction of the Stalinist 
reaction. 
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(Notes 
Munich Pact. 


(HE GREATEST THREAT facing the 
toiling masses today is that of a 
#.» new world imperialist war. More 
than ten million men are already under 
arms today and war preparations in ev- 
ery country are being rushed at a ter- 
rific-pace. The memory of the horrors af 
the imperialist slaughter of 1914-1918 
stands sharply in the mind of the 
toilers. Let the sugar-coated promises 
of the capitalists also be recalled. 
The “war to end war" and "to make the 
world safe for democracy" was sold to 
the masses by every deception known to 
the rapacious bourgeoisie. But the 
balance sheet of history tells an un- 
mistakable story and tears dow every 
lie of the imperialists: For the work- 
ers — immense suffering and degrad- 
ation; for the capitalists — unprece- 

dented profits and power. 


Without a clear political under- 
standing of all the factors involved 
in the present chaotic situation, the 
toilers will again fall victim in huge 
numbers to the villainy of the bourg- 
eoisie. Today, as in 1914-1918, every 
possible trick is being used by the 
imperialists to get the support of the 
masses for their criminal war plans. 
At the present time the bourgeoisie 
possesses an advantage they did not 
have in 1914. Then they had in the 
ranks of labor a great number of 
agents in the form of sdcial-domocrut— 
ic and reformist leaders, while now 
they have in addition the powerful aid 
of Stalinism, the most potent opportu- 
nist force of all. The political 
paralysis of the proletariat has be~ 
come all-pervading, for the influence 
of the Stalinist, social-democratic 
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and reformist traitors over the work 


ing class is paramount. 


The movement of events shows that 
the imperialist attack on the Soviet 
Union which must inevitably be made if 
the capitalists are to presorve and 
stabilize their rule is muzaturing. 
World imperialism, "democratic" and 
fascist, is using Nazi Germany as the 
spearhead in this attack. "Democratic" 
France and England are now openly 
Warking hand in glove with Hitler in 
the drive toward the East. Hitler was 
fixed in power with the active aid of 
British finance and the tacit politi- 
cal approval of French imperialism. 
Germany's rearmament was subsidized by 
the British, French and American capi- 
talists. Hitler's remilitarization of 
the Rhineland was unopposed by French 


and British imperialism, while the 
latter, through the League of Nations, 
engineered the surrender of the Saar 


Basin to Germany. The Nazi seizure of 
Austria aroused not even a murmur of 
opposition from the imperialists of 
the great "democracies." And now, the 
dismemberment of "democratic" Czecho- 
slovakia, the general acquiescence of 
the Franco-British "democratic" im- 
perialists to Hitler's demands and the 
"hands-off" policy by the great Ameri- 
can "democracy" make clear the crimin- 
al game being played by world imperi- 
alism in its advance on the Soviet 
Union. The land of the Octobcr revo- 
lution, though distorted by the ugly 
Stalinist burocratic plaguco, still 
contains a basic feature of the pro- 
letarian State — socialized property. 


The Ceechslovakian crisis pro— 


leded 
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vides a wealth of material to expose 
the machinations of the imperialists. 
The true meaning of the war scare de— 
liberately created by the bourgeoisie 
can now be understood. Since the lack 
of opposition to Hitler's seizure of 
Austria caused great indignation among 
the masses of the "democracies," it 
was necessary to make a show of re- 
sistance to Hitler's attack on Czecho- 
slovakia in order to camouflage the 
banditry of the "democracies" and 
their collaboration with fascism. This 
deceived the masses in the "democra~ 
cies" into thinking that Hitler's as- 
saults would be stopped. At the samo 
time, however, the war scare served to 
terrorize the masses into accepting 
any crime committed by the imperialists 
if only "peace" was preserved. The 
"peaceful" settlement of the Czecho- 
slovakian crisis, i.e., the complete 
surrendor to Hitler, aroused a univere 
sal sigh of relief. The bourgeois 
press was quick to note this: 


"All over France tonight mil- 
lions of people are saying with re- 
lief in their hearts: ‘And so there 
will not be war', For this morning 
the French Cabinet accepted the 
plan for the solution of the Czecho~ 
plovak problem negotiated yesterday 
in London by Premier Edouard Dala- 
dier and Foreign Minister Georges 
Honnet." (New York Times, Septomber 
20, 1938.) 


But it is precisely this "peaceful" 
settlement which is a major step in 
the steady march of imperialism against 
the Soviet Union and hence in the un- 
leashing of war. Other such "peaceful" 
settleuients will undoubtedly follow 
soon ~- in Memel, Poland, Rumania, un- 
til Geyman imperialism will bé direct- 
ly on the borders of the Soviet Union 
and ready for the launching of the 
actual attack. 


In the Czechoslovakian affair we 
sec clearly how Popular Frontism ini- 
tiates by Stalinism and collaborated 
in by Social Democracy and Radical 
Socialists works entirely in the inte- 
Yesvs of imperialism. The French Pop~ 
ular "roat government, which the Stal- 
inists tell the workers is a "bulwark 
against fascism," took the initiative 


dn negotiating the acceptance of  Hit~ 
ler's predatory demands. Chamberlain's 
nogotiations with Hitler were extually 
suggestod by the Radical Socialis* Dal- 
adier: 


"In a communique issued late 
this evening Premier Edouard Dalad- 
ier in some ways claims credit 
(sic!) for the suggestion, for he 
always has been a partisan of a 
get-together policy with Germany, 
and late last evening, he suggested 
by telephone to Mr. Chamberlain 
that something should be done for 
having something like a three-power 
conversation to consider the situ- 
ation. In his statement this even- 
ing M. Daladier said: ‘'At the end 
of yesterday aftornoon, in the pre- 
sence of a rapid scquence of events 
in Czechoslovakia, which made local 
negotiations difficult, I took the 
initiative in establishing direct 
personal contact with the British 
Prime Minister with a view to oxam— 
ining with him the possibility of 
attempting exceptional procedure 
that would permit an examination 
with Germany of the most effective 
means of assuring a friendly solu- 
tion of the differonces that separ- 
ate tho Sudetens and the Prague 
government and, in consequence, of 
maintaining peace in Europe.!"(N.Y. 
Times, Sept.15,1938. Our omphasis. ) 


The Stalinists spread the lie that the 
British tories practically alone are at 
the root of all evil,thus creating the 
false impression that French imperial~ 
ism is just a lump of helpless jelly 
which automatically obeys the commands 
of "London." That the Franch Popular 
Front government plays an active part 
in supporting Hitler in his drive ag- 
ainst the Soviet Union is clear fron 
Valadier's "I took the initiative," 
The destruction of the rennants of 
October, the distorted workers State 
is as much the primary aim of the 
French bourgeoisie (whose instrument 
is the Popular Front government) as it 


is of the British, German, American, 
Italian, Japanese and every other 
bourgeoisie. 


World imperialism is plotting to 
solve its problems at the expense of 
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the Soviet Union. Up to 1917, the 
basic conflicts requiring immediate 
settlement were those amongst the in- 
perialists themselves. Imperialism as 
a whole was solid and the bourgeoisie 
could afford to fight amongst them 
selves even to the extent of complete— 
ly smashing the opponent, as we saw in 
the crushing defeat of Germany by the 
Anglo-French bloc. Proletarian revol- 
ution was as yet not an actuality, but 
remained rather within the theorétical 
realm of a few far-sighted revolution- 
aries like Marx,Engels and Lenin. But 
since 1917, world capitalism is in 
complote declino and proletarian revo- 
lution is immediately on the order of 
the day. The process of revolutionary 
overtarow of imperialism was »%egun in 
October 1917 and to date the final is- 
sue still hangs in the balance. For 
various reasons tne ivporialists were 


unable to conquer the Soviet Union up 
to now, so that the immoossible situ- 
ation of a proletarian State existing 


in the midst of imperialism has been 
able to continue for over twenty years. 
As warly as 1918 Lenin realized that 


the workers state and impcorialism 
could not live side by sido for very 
long: 


"Taternational imperialism, with 
its mighty capital, its highly org- 
anized military technique, which is 
a real force, a real fortress of 
international capital, coulda not 
under any circumstances,on any con- 
dition, live side by side with the 
soviet Republic because of its ob- 
jective position and because of the 
economic interests of the capital~ 
ist class which are embodied in it 
— it could not oecause of commer- 
cial connections and international 
finaricial relations. In this sphere 
a conflict is inevitable." (V. I. 
Lenin, Selected Works, English 
Edition, Vol, <VI1, e288.) 


Hence Lenin staked everything on world 
proletarian revolution coming to the 
aid of tne workers state: 


"Of course, if we take the posi- 
tion on a world historical scale, 
there cun be. no doubt that if ‘our 
revolution remains alone, if there 
are no revolutionary movements in 


other countries, our position will 
be hopeless. When the Bolshevik 
Party alone took this matter en- 
tirely into its own hands we were 
convinced that the revolution was 
maturing in all countries and that 
in the end — but not in the begin~ 
ning — no matter what difficulties 
we expericnced, no matter what de- 
foats wore in store for us, the in- 
ternational socialist revolution 
would come — because it is coming; 
would ripen — because it is ripen- 
ing. I repdoat, our salvation from 
all these difficulties is an all- 
European revolution." (V. I. Lenin, 
Thidwi,:| ps 291-<:) 


And to leave no room for doubt, Lenin 
states the problem in tho harshest 
possible torms: 


"Until the socialist revolution 
is victorious in all countries there 
is a danger that the Soviet Republic 
may be reduced to slavery." (V. I. 
Lenin, Ibid. p. 301.) 


By now the imperialists fully realize 
that the conflict between capitalism 
and the victorious socialist revolution, 
although now burocratically distorted, 
mast be settled once and for all. A 
war amongst tho imperialists themsslves 
cannot de undertaken,for the danger of 
proletarian revolution is too great to 
be risked. The defeat of German impcri- 
alism — inevitable in the face of a 
sorious fight by the Anglo French—Ameri- 
can capitalist combination, aided by 
Stalin's "Red" army — would wnleash 
revolution throughout Europe and would 
spell the ond of world capitalism. 
Their "capitulatory" policy with regard 
to Hitler appears capitulatory only to 
those who are blind to the nature of 
reality. In actuality this "capitula- 
tory" policy is one of giving evory 
active,positive assistance possible to 
Hitler. It is a policy of facilitatirg 
in every way his drive against the So- 
viet Union.Of course, the imperialists 
mast proceed cutiously and with dis- 
cretion so as not to excite the sus- 
picions of the workers. Especially in 
the "democratic" countries it would be 
inexpedient at the present moment for 
the bourgeoisie to raise any cry of &- 
tacking the Soviet Union. The imperi- 


rapidly gathering their 
strength and will soon be in a posi- 
tion to bludgeon the workers, blinded 
by naticnalism, into supporting an at- 
tack.on the Soviet Union. Once Hitler 
attacks the Soviet Union, world im 
perialism must come to his aid for the 
only other alternative is to face pro- 
letarian revolution. 


alists are 


In the present situation, certain 
hitherto non-existent contradictions 
are. found. The Soviet. Union is a 
workers state with burocratic distor- 
tions. Despite every crime of tho 
Stalin burocracy, despite the intense 
Oppression of the masses in the Soviet 
Union and the uninterrunted undermin- 
ing of the workers State, the sosial- 
ized economy which is tho basis of the 
workers stato still remains. Md cals 
the duty of every clas s-conscious 
worker to fight to preserve this pro- 
letarian character of the Soviet Union 
and to destroy tho burocratic distor- 
tions. The Stalin regime has taken a 
path which will resuit finally in tne 
complete destruction of the workers 
State. Stalin is in the peculiar po- 
sition of being threatened by both 
proletarian revolution and imperialism. 
Stalin reels back and forth between 
these two dangers which tareaten his 
existence, but by his policy of pre- 
venting proletarian. revoluticn, he is 
ecoustantly strengthening his imperial- 
ist foes. In so) far as Ae could, sta- 
lin tried to make peace with inporial- 
ism and to tie the Soviet Union now to 
one imperialist camp (Germany 1922— 
1934) now to another (France, Czecho- 
slovakia). Thus we find this "great- 
est disciple of Lenin" actively sup- 
porting the war aims of French imperi- 
alism: 


"M. Stalin understands and.full 
approves the national Ae hed Suol) 
policy of France in keeping her 
armcd forces at a levol required 
for security." (Stalin-Laval Comm- 
nique, 1935.) 


The day of reckoning is rapidly ap- 
proaching, however, and imporialism 
gathors its forces. for the necessary 
attack on the Soviet Union. The "col-— 
lective security" system is being 
thrown into tne garbage can of history. 


The Czecko-Soviet Pact is already in 
the grave and soon the Franco-Sovtet 
Pact will become a corpse. Tne unitod 
front of imperialism against tne Sc- 
viet Union, headed by Germany, will be 
more or less solid. 


Stalin,of course, relies entirely 
on the strongth of the Sovict Army and 
on his ability to compromise with the 
imperialists. It is notablo that des- 
pite the fearful rush of Gormany to 
the East, the Stalinist ourocrats do 
not. sO much as breathe a whisper about 
"Defend the Soviet Union." Nowhere 
in the present-day Stalinist press can 
one find even a mention of the impend- 
ing attack on the Soviet Union . or of 
any.call on the world proletariat to 
come to the aid of the Soviet Union by 
Overturowing imperialism. The Stalin- 
ists in fact make every effort to pre- 
vent tho workers from thinking along 
these lines. The burocrats constantly 
peddle the illusion that tae imperial 
ists at the prosent juncture are going 
to fight amongst themselves. All talk 
inithe Stalinist © publications — is «in 
torms of nations. und never in terns of 
classes. NEngland ) 36. doing so and 
so; “Grance " sdceulea do™tuis anda. 
for "Czechoslovakia", "Spain" must be 
dofended; "Germany" must be surbded, 
etc. In the Stalinist Kussian papers, 
editorial comucnt -on the Czechoslovak 
crisis is practically absent, , tac few 
remarks that have decn made consisting 
wiOlly of formal dinlomatic jabber. 


The Soviet papers employ tac most 
vicious inciterent to mnaticnalistic 
cnuauvinism as their main wea;on in 
trying tc arouse the "democracies" to 
attack tre fascist nowers. The fol- 
lowing is a sample of tnis fae OY mM 
"Igvestia," theofficial organ of the 
Stalinist governnent. Here, crudely 
appealing to the traditional French 
hatred of Germans, the Stalinist paper 
warns "France" that sne is losing “in- 
fluence" in Central Europe while Ger- 
many is gaining: 


"If during the recent period the 
influence of France as a great pow 
er in Hurope anc on the continent, 
has fallon considerably, and ifa 
number of countries in Central and 
Southsastern Europe began to reckon 
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with this influence less and less, 
then from the moment when the Lon- 
don decision in which Daladier and 
Bonnet participated, became mown, 
French influence in Europe can be 
counted as liquidated. Hitler has 
succeeded in throwing France back 
even beyond the Maginot line and 
removed French influence from Cen- 
tral and Southeastern Europe." 
(Editorial in Izvestia, quoted in 
the Daily Worker, Sept. 21, 1938. 
Our emphasis.) 


The same criminal utilization (ol be 
jingoism is also made by De Kerillis, 
the multi-millionaire backer of French 


fascism, who is not as far-sighted as 
Daladier and hence opposes the "sur- 


render" to Germany: 


"When the French people, ina 
few days or a few months, realize 
the extent of the humiliation we 
have suffered and the consequences 
of this defeat, without precedent 
in our history, they will turn upon 
those responsible." (De- Korillis, 
quoted in the N.Y.Times, September 
21, 1938.) 


Thus, Stalinism, which prevents world 
proletarian revolution, the only means 
of defending the Soviet Union, aligns 
itself with imperialism and helps 
poison the mind of the masses with the 
murderous nationalist "patriotism" 
against which Marx, Engels and Lenin 
fought e 


There is only one salvation for 
the toiling masses of Czechoslovakia: 
the organization of a genuine Leninist 
Party waica can destroy the influence 
of Stalinism, social-democracy and 
Other opportunism, and which with the 
aia that the international proletariat 
can give it will strive to lead the 
workers to a scizure of power and the 


establishment of a Federated Soviet 
Republic. Any other "solution," 
whether it be reliance on the treach- 


erous "democratic allies" of Czecho~ 
slovakia and the renegade Stalin or on 
armed resistance by the Czech bourg~ 
edisic, could but lead only to a hid- 
eous slaughter of the masses and the 
eventual crushing of the Czechoslovak~ 
ian masses under the heel of both Hit- 


ler and "their own" fascism. A seizure 
Of powor by the Czechoslovak workers 
would electrify the entire Euronean 
proletariat, especially the. French, 
would provide the necessary impetus to 
turn back the fascist onslaught and 
would make possible the renewal of the 
October Rovolvution. In tho ultra-right 
zigzag, the Stalinist burocrats try to 
paralyze the will of the workers by 
painting fascism as all-powerful and 
proletarian revolution as inopportune 
"at the prosent moment." History, 
however, gives the lie to this treach- 
ery of the Stalinists. The Czecho- 
slovakian crisis has aroused the world 
proletariat tremendously. Let it not 
be imagined that, if a Gzech Soviet 
wero established, ths French workers, 
to cite only one case, would sit idly 
by and permit the imperialists to des- 
troy it. Aside from proletarian revol- 
ution thero is no outcome possible 

but tho dismemberment of Czechoslovak- 
ia and the increased oppression of the 
Bzech toiling masses, and the movement 
ot Hitler further on the road to the 
Sovict Union. 


The Stalinist burocracy is in the 
poculiar position of being threatened 
by proletarian revolution and world 
imperialism. Proletarian revolution 
would swoop aside the reactionary 
Stalinist burocracy and renow the 
movement of the proletariat toward the 
creation of a world socialist society. 
Imperialism, to solvo its basic prob- 
lem of the present historical epoch, 
must destroy the remants of tho Octo- 
ber Revolution. Stalin, therefore, in 
@ war against imperialism will have to 
avoid actually defeating imperialism 
for that would create immediately the 
danger of proletariat revolution, and 
at the same time he will have to pre- 
vent imperialism from destroying the 
Soviet Union. Stalin will fight the 
imperialists only to compromise with 
them and, by giving thom various con= 
cessions, to bring the war to a speedy 
close. Wicther or not the imperialists 
accept Stalin's concessions, depends 
on the developments in the working 
classe If no revolutionary movement 
threatens imperialism, then the capit- 
alists will be free to proceed to the 
final destruction and dismemberment of 
the Soviet Union. 


Revolutionists in the Soviet 
Union must endeavor to foil Stalin's 
criminal plans by urging the workers 
and peasants to push the war forward 
along revolutionary lines tobring 
about the complete defeat of imperial- 
ism and the overthrow of world capital- 
ism. They must convert the Stalinist 
war tO preserve the Soviet burocracy 
and world imperialism into a revolu- 
tionary war to destroy these two reac- 
tionary forces. At the front the Rus- 
sian toilers must strive to push for- 
ward the war against the burocratic 
limitations that will be impcsod on it 
by the Stalinist clique. Fraterniz-~ 
ation with tne toilers in the imperial-~ 
ist armies is essential. Stalinis 
reactionary slogan to the effect that 
the Soviet Union does not scek to ob- 
tain even an inch of any other 
country's territory must be exposed as 
indicative of the treacherous, limited, 
compromising war that Stalin intends 
+0 wage. lvory effort must be made to 
divort tho workers attention from the 
false question of territory and spread 
revolutionary propaganda amongst the 
workers and peasants. Oniy the united 
efforts of the international prolet- 
ariat led by a new Communist Party can 
defeat world imperialism and create a 
socialist society. 


Wnen Gorman imperialism attacks 
the Soviet Union and others aid in- 
directly in such an attack, only one 
policy can serve the interests of the 
international working class: the utter 


defeat of international imperialism 
and the transformation of the imperial 
ist war into a civil war. No support 
in any way whatever to any capitalist 
power undes any conditions and a 


struggle for the revolutionary over- 
throw of the bourgeoisie, is the only 
correct line for the proletariat: 


"A revolutionary class in =a 
reactionary war cannot help wishing 
the defeat of its government, it 
cannot fail to see the connection 
between the government's military 
reverses and the increased opport- 
unity for overthrowing it," (G. Zin 
oviev and V.I.Lenin, "Socialism and 
War," Englisn Edition, p. 24.) 


Class conscious workers who have been 


a8 


forced into the imperialist armies 
must make every effort to establish 
comradely contacts with the workers 
ana veasants in the armed forces of 
tne Soviet Union. They mst make 
clear to the Russian toilers that 
Stalinism is a reactionary force and 
must be removed s0 that by the united 
efforts of the international prolet— 
ariat the imperialist war against the 
sovict Union can be converted into a 
rovolutionary war against imperialism. 
Revolutionary workers must be careful 
tO guage the temperature of the speci- 
fic situation accurately. If the de- 
moralization of the workers is com- 
plets or nearly so, thon obviously the 
work of sabotaging the capitalist war 
machine must proceed cautiously. On 
the other hand, if the workers are 
class-conscious and a substantial sec-— 
tion of them are in a militant, revol- 
utionary mood, then organizod sabotage 
of the impsrialist war machine will be 
the correct tactic so that the imperi- 
alist war can be transformed into a 
war for the establishment of a workers 
republic. 


Tnois is the immediate task of the 
workers in a war situation. The broad~ 
er problem is the political ono which 
conters around the building of a new 
revolutionary party and International 
without which the overthrow of imperi- 
alism and the creation of a socialist 
socicty are impossible. 


The opportunists will strive with 
might and main to prevent a successful 
proletarian revolution. While tho 
imperialist war is continuing, some of 
these misleaders will keep up a paci- 
fist chatter, "Stop the war," "Paace," 
and so forth, hiding the fact,explain- 
ed a thousand times by  Lonin, that 
without the overthrow of capitalism 
peace is but an empty, petty-bourgeois 
cry. Tre Stalinists especially are 
likely to use such treacherous tactics, 
as we now see them doing in Japan. The 
Stalinists, if they retain the ultra 
right zigzag, will have as their aim 
the cessation of the war and the stab- 
ilization of capitalism in what they 
will call a "democratic republic." 
That this "domocratic republic" will 
from the moment the war bogins be 
nothing but a military dictatorship 


o 
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conceal with demasogic 
asOus mirching “thrown deno= 
evacy to sociclium "> The plunging of 
"derccratic" iiperialists into a war 
agains: tue Soviet Union or tueir sup- 
port of Germury in such a war, however, 
Mey mak. tie fraud of "defending domo- 
evacy against fascism" so obvious to 
the workers that the Stalinists may be 
forced to atunéon the ultre .-rignt line 
ang +0 resors cace again to an ultra- 
Left Zicweigein oss caso the Stalin- 
ists will mix pacitist deception with 
wild “pevolationary" phrases and with 
inciteicny of the workers to suicidal, 
advonturist oscapades. Above all, the 
workers must not allow themselves to 
bo tranped by "revolutionary" thrases 
which the Stalinists will eait.in tha 
very provable future leap to ultra— 
leftis:1, but must free tnsmselves froin 
every Stalinist influonce. The Stalin- 
ist burocrats will trade heavily on 
the sympathy of the workers for the 
Sovict Unicn ané¢ will resort to every 
kind of "left" demagosy. Only the 
power of zenuine Leninist exposure re- 
sultin; in the isolation of Stalinism 
fro tie workers can kecp the nasses 
irom %suirerinz a long and horrible 
round of b]oodbaths. 


they will 
phraces 


The opportunists of the non-Stal- 
inist varietics will uso a dirisront 
line of decestion.. There ‘is already 
noticsable amongst some of the “lsft" 
groups vaicn opportunistically try to 
avoic a gcrmine Leninist fignt against 
Stalinism to regard the Sovict Union 
as no longer a workers State. This 
fraudulent protense gives tnese opror— 


tunists a very convenient excuse for 
avoiding a real fight agcinst Stalin- 
isa, for, ii_-the soviet Union, is no 


longer a workers state, "why should we 
Foren. so. mach about Stalinism? ". It 
is only necessary to throw the Soviet 
Union in the samc catogory as the capi- 
talist counsrics and to confine cone- 
self 40. denouncing capitalism in gon- 
CralweeoOne, such "loft" “groups. are 
sprcading the infamous, lie that, the 
bunocratically Gistorted, Sovict, Union 
is toaw a fascist state! Revolution- 
ary welkors,  learly realizing that 
the Sovist Union ds “still a worker 
state despite its criminal distortion 
by tne Stalinist burocracy, will rej- 
cet suca "left" opportunists. 


A particularly vicious brand of 
confusion being circulated amongst the 
workers corsists of talk about a 
"mixed war", i.e., a war in woica some 
imperialists are allied with the Stal- 
inis%. burocracy. The usual alignment 
posited is that of the "democracies" 
and the Sovict Union against the fas- 
cist powors, particularl,  Germanye. 
Tnis deception bases itself? on the ve- 


lief or hope that france will de in- 
volved in a war with Germany and will 


be joined by the Soviet Union .(Franco- 
Sovict.Pact) and possibly. by some of 
the "democracios" whic: stand closest 
to France. Of course, it goes without 
saying that the workers in the "demo- 
cracies" arc told that they mst sup- 
port "their" government in such a 
"mixed war." 


Objective reality explodes this 
"mixed war" theory completcly. Facts 
suow tuat the "democracies" are close 
ly collaborating with tho Page oe 
nations in a concerted drive against 
the Sovict Union. In actuality this 
"ixed war" theory is part and parcel 
of tac’ Stalinist ‘ultra-risht  vzigzac. 
Since the Stalinist burocrats tell the 
workers that they must defend "demo- 
cracios” against fascism, it is only 
logical to add that the "democracies" 
Will fight the fascist countries and 
will aid the Soviet Union. Thus ex= 
ploiting tie syimatny £ tno workers 
Por tha Soviet anon, tac atalinists 
concoct. 4 "mixed wer" ‘theory which 
tricks tho workers -in the "democracies" 
into supporting immerialism and its 
war preparations. At the same tino it 
diverts the workers from the path of 
revolution. The nistorical conflict 


between the Arglo-French and the Ger- 
man imperialists lends an ott, of 
plausibility.to this: "theory." But 


life teaches that this historical con- 
flict is now being temporarily shelved 
in order to settle the more basic con- 
flict between imperialism and the 
workers state — privatcly-o wned 
industry vs-¢ socialized industry. 


The opportunists of the "left," 
whose main concern is to avoid a real 
fight against Stalinism and the self— 
exposure this wovld entail, diligently 
sell tais Stalinist "mixed war" theory 
to the workers. Foremost amongst 


these traitors-from-the-left is Leon 
Trotsky who in confusing the workers 
with "mixed wars" really outdoes him- 
self. In the first place, he blandly 


proceeds on the assumption that France 
will fight Germany with the Soviet 
Union "naturally" allied to France, 
The total trend of world imperialism 
as a whole toward a clash with the So- 
viet Union, which is the fundamental 
fact in the present situation, is set 
aside for the fancy that French imperi- 
alism at this time will fight Germany. 
Having started on a false theoretical 
premise, Trotsky must perforce support 
himself with incorrect arguments. In 
this hypothetical "mixed war" the fol- 
lowing will be the tactics Trotsky 
will ask the workers to accept: 


"In France I would remain in op- 
position to the Government and 
would develop systematically this 
opposition. In Gorgany I would do 
anything I could to sabotage the 
war machinery. They are two diffor- 
ent things." (Leon Trotsky, "The 
Case of Leon Trotsky," pp.289—290. 
Our emphasis.) 


The utterly slavish adherence of Trot~ 
sky to social-patriotic ideology is 
apparent. Trotsky rejects the funda 
mental Leninist principle that the 
nature of a wer is determined only by 
the nature of the ruling class of 
whose politics the war is a continu- 
ation. Trotsky sets up a "new" thesis, 
that the nature of a war is determined 
by the nature of the allies on whose 
side it is fought. Thus, since French 
imperialism is allied in this hypothe- 
tical war to the Soviet Union - at 
least in Trotsky's bewildered imagin-~ 
ation — the war fought by French im- 
perialism is different from that 
fought by German imperialism. "Thoy 
are two different things." In imperi- 
alist Germany Trotsky would do any- 
thing he could to sabotage the war 
machinery. But in imperialist France? 
Are the workers to be given Lenin's 
line of transforming France's imperi- 
alist war into a civil war? Is revo- 
lutionary defeatism to be the workers 
line in France as in Germany? France 
and Germany “are two different things," 
says Trotsky, avoiding to call for 
revolutionary defeatism in imperialist 


France. In 1914-1917, Tzarist Russia 
was allied to "democratic" France in a 
war against Kaiserist Germany. Those 
groups were a1l1s0 "two different 
things." But Lenin said "a plague on 
both your houses." Lenin, guidod only 
by the naturo of the ruling class 
which waged the war, called for the 
defeat of all the imperialists, "domo- 
cratic," autocratic or constitutional- 
monarchist. Lonin left no room in the 
mind of the workers for chauvinist 
poison. Recognizing that imperialism 
of any stripe can fight only a reac- 
tionary war, regardless of the nature 
of its allies or enemics, Lenin by his 
policy of revolutionary defeatism and 
of transforming the imperialist war 
into a civil war established the first 
workers state. The French workers 
must hold firmly in mind this fim- 
damental principle: Any war fought by 
France while it remains capitalist 
will be wnolly reactionary regardless 
of against whom or in alliance with 
whom it will be waged, and regardless 
of whether France is tho "aggressor" 
or the "defender." Imperialism, wheth- 
er "democratic" or fascist, whether 
allied with the Devil or with the Lord 
has only one purpose — imperialist 
plunder, suppression and oxploitation 
of tho masses. 


The utter fallacy of Trotsky's 
position on "mixed wars" is glaringly 
exposed by tho ludicrous phantom situ- 
ations he must conjure up to bolster 
his arguments. In an article grandilo- 
quantly entitled "Learn To Think," 
Trotsky has imperialist France defend— 
ing — a Soviot Belgiuml 


"Let us imagino that in the next 
European war the Belgian prolct- 
ariat conquers power sooner than 
the proletariat of France. Un- 
doubtedly Hitler will try to crush 
proletarian Belgium. In order to 
cover up its ow flank the French 
bourgeois government might find it- 
self compelled to help the Bolgian 
workors' governmont with arms. The 
Belgian soviets of course would 
reach for these arms with both 
hands. But actuatod by the prin- 
ciple of defeatism, perhaps the 
French workers ought to block thoir 
bourgeoisie from shipping arms to 


proletarian Belgium? Only direct 

traitors or out-and-out idiots can 
reason thus." (L. Trotsky, "Learn 
to Think," The New International, 


July 1938, p. 206.) 


And 80, with a wave of the wand — 
"Let us imagine"— Trotsky annihilates 
the whole of historical experience.Ths 
history of all proletarian revolutions 
beginning with the Paris Commne teach- 
8s that when the workers overthrow 
capitalism the bourgeoisie make every 
effort to drop their dirferences and 
unite to crush the revolutionary devel- 
opments. What the Belgian workers can 
expect if they seize power before the 
French is that French imperialism will 
make a ferocicus onslaught on the Rel- 
gian Soviet and if necessary will turn 
Europe inside out to destroy the work 
ers state in Belgium. Only the literary 
gifts of a Trotsky will eriable one to 
"imagine" that French imperialism will 
not only tolerate a new workers state 
right on its borders but will actually 
help it. If the imperialists were at 
one time not entirely clear as to the 
necessity of forming a united front to 
destroy every revolutionary attompt on 
the part of the workers, wo may rest 
assured that the expericnce of the 
Russian and othor rovolutions at the 
end of the world war has not been 
wasted on them. Unlike Trotsky, the 
imperialists are not guided by "“imagi- 
nation" but only by the requiremonts 
of the class struggle. But Trotsky, 
who played so vital a part in defeat~ 
ing the interventionist forces during 
the Russian civil war,solemnly assures 
the "Belgian Soviet" that French im. 
perialism will help it. There is onky 
ono roply to this Trotskyist gibber- 


ish: Learn to think. 
* * * 
The Lovestoneites als o spread 
sOcial-patriotic illussions about 


"mixed wars." They state clearly that 
they will not call for revolutionary 
defeatism in any capitalist country if 
it is allied to the Soviet Union in 
one of these hypothetical "mixed wars": 


"On the other hand, the Inter- 
national Commnist Opposit ion 
(Lovestoneitos) voted against the 
war resolution because this rosolu- 
tion called for a policy of revolu 
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tionary dereatism for all capital- 
ist countricos engaged in war in- 
cluding those allied with the So- 
vist Union. The I. L. P., although 
it voted for the resolution, shared 
the viewpoint of” the: I. Cs O.on 
‘mixed wars'." (Workers Aga, article 
on tha Paris Conference, April 2, 
1938.) 


that evon the centrist 
order to save its face went 
through the form of voting for the 
near-Leninist resolution introducdd & 
tho Paris Conforence. 


Thus we 
Dial wlew yee alse: 


sce 


It is impossible to have a Lenin- 
ist position on all the aspects of the 
contemporary war yproblen without an 
understanding of all the forms of op- 
portunisn that infect the proletarian 
ranks. Every oprortunist organization, 
despite all its cries to tac contrary, 


in one way or another gives aid and 
comfort to Stalinism and the bourg- 
eOisic. A glaring example of indirect 


assistance to Stalinism is the article, 
"Siberian Clashes Sot Stage For 
Soviet-Jap War," in "Labor Front," the 
organ of the League for a Revolution- 
ary Workers! Party (Fieldites), in its 
September 1938 issuoc. Ficld accepts 
Trotsky's erroneous position on Stal- 
jinism, i.e., that Stalinism is "buro- 
cratic centrism" based on the falso 
thoory of “socialism in a_ single 
country." Hence, Ficld holds that in 
a mistaken effort to build socialism 
in a single country Stalin vacillates 
from ultra-rightism to ultra-loftism 
and vico versa. This in turn causos 
tho defeat of the proletariat in the 
capitalist countries and forces Stalin 
to rely more and more on one or anoth- 
er camp of imporialism. 


¥ield, therefore, like Trotsky, 
bases his analysis of Stalinism on an 
idoalistic premise, namely, Stalin's 
fake thoory of socialism in a single 
country. In reality, however, Stalm 
bases himself only on his burocratic 
usurpation and centralization of powcr. 
The "thoory" of socialism in a single 
country, which Stalin imows just as 
woll as Trotsky and Ficld is sheer 
opportunistic invention, servos Stalin 
as a demagogic cover for his burocrat- 
ic centralization of powor. In order 


to preserve his personal power and the 
burocracy which supports him, Stalin, 
since 1925, has been consistently pre- 
venting world vproletarian revolution 
which he realizes would destroy both 
him and his burocracy. For this pur- 
pose he has been using the ultra-right 
and ultra-left zigzags in the "Comin- 
tern." To stave off his other enemy, 
world imperialism, Stalin tries to 
compromise with such of the imperial-~ 
ists as will for reasons of their ow 
sign "pacts" with him for the time be- 
ing. 


In their discussion of the recent 
Russo-Japanese clashes on the Siberian 
border, the Fieldites foster various 
illusions in the mind of their readers, 
which flow naturally from tia false 
analysis of Stalinism. We saw that 
after some noisy squebhling on the 
border, Stalin again, as usual, struck 
up a bargain with the Japanese imperi- 
alists and the snooting died dom. 
Thisis.of.counse),,. sis wholly in line 
with Stalin's policy of compromising 
as long as possible with the imperial- 


ists. Actually, to defeat imperialism 
4g the desire farthest from Stalin's 
mind, as a defeat would immediately 


ereate the danger to Stalin of having 
to face a proletarian revolution which 
would expose and strive to remove the 
burocratic distortion of the first 
workers state. What is Field's posi- 
tion on this latest retreat of Stal- 
in's? Field ascribes it to the weak 
ening of the Hed Army by the shooting 
of the eight generals (Tuchachevsky, 
etc.). Otherwise, says the Fieldite 
organ: 


"Had it not been for this th e 
situation would have been favorable 
for a Russian war against Japan." 
("Labor Front," September, 1938.) 


In this analysis, the Fieldites spread 
a double falsehood. In the first 
place, the shooting of sight of Stal- 
in's lackeys was for the sole purpose 
of further centralizing power in Stal- 
in's own hands and had nothing what- 
ever to do with Stalin's retreat in 
the recent border war. Secondly, even 
if these eight henchmen had not been 
sacrificed to Stalin's greed for power, 
Stalin would still have pursued his 


policy of compromising with. imparial- 
ism. Stalin's pdlicy .in time of wee 
flows fzor Lis policy in time of peace. 
Daring peace Stalin has a line of pre- 
venting proletarian revolution and of 
compromising with imperialism, an d 


during war he has followed and will 
follow exactly the same line. 
Field's analysis fosters the illusion 


that Stalin might actually want to en- 
gage in a real war with imperialism 
but that his "foolish" policy of mur- 
dering army officers prevents him from 
doing so. 


Why, according to Field, did 
Stalin engage in even the littis fight- 
ing that did occur? 


"It must rather be considered ag 
@ Russian diversion for she purpose 


the 
also important purpose of reestab- 
lishing the much damaged reputation 
of the Red Army at home and abroad." 
(Ibid. Our emphasis.) 


A more monstrous misconception than 
that contained in the underscored part 
of tne above-quoted sentence can hard- 
ly be imagined. Consider its down 
right childishness from just the mili- 
tary angle. Eow a few days of skir- 


mishing on the border is ahelp to 
China Field fails to explain. The 
border clash has caused no change 
whatever in the alighnment of military 


forces in Asia, and Japan's attack on 
China has continued unabated. Further, 


why shovld Stalin want to help China? 
Ooviously, Fiocld believes Stalin would 
like to see China defeat Japanese im— 


perialism. For what purpose, we ask, 
would Stalin want this to occur? So 
that revolution. can be unleashed 
throughout Asia, and perhaps in the 


Is this what Ficld con- 
Stadin's line? Reality, 
however, shows that just the opposite 
is Stalin's line. Prevention of revo- 
lution, which incidentally results in 
the stabilization of imperialism is 
Stalin's policy. Jf Stalin wanted to 
aid China, is it necessary for him to 
ongage in border clashes and compro— 
mifes? Only an idiot would engage in 
such piffling tactics when he has at 
his commend an immonss army and a huge 
war industry —— and Stalin is far from 


entire world? 
ceives to be 
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being an iciot. On the contrary, Stal- 
in has consistently since 125 siowi 
himself .to bs remarkaoiy eepable in 
Cearyine . Ost his writing lana | Ze 
Weter Lalsity of Fieldveweeanaiveis be— 
comes more and more glarirg us we pro- 
ceed to oxamine the situation real- 
istically. 


Like Trotsky, Yield's paCcr rect 

analysis of Stalinism loeves him en- 
tirsty evince GO combat this chiee 
men2c2 in the proletsrian ranks today. 
Fieia's Nopposstion" to Stalinism 
boils down to addressing kind words of 
advice to vhe Kveslin gang of scound- 
rels. Field wowle) likes the “Soviet 
Union" to become revolutionary: 
“If the Soviet Union is to. win 
the sunport of the teining masses 
in capital vs tinCountriesye, It i aitee Ss 
to prepare tuem to resist the war 
propeganda of their owm capitalists, 
then instead of representing the 
struggle as one over territory, it 
should explain frankly to the work- 
ers of the world that. what is ine 
volved is a struggle against Japan- 
ese and world imperialism, a strug+ 
gle for the liberation of tho Chin- 
ese masses and the colonial masses 
the world over." (Ibid.) 


This is how field "combats" Stalinism! 
Instead or a clear statement that the 
Sovict Union (read: Stalin) can nover 
adont & genuine revoluvionary position, 
Field leaves the rcader with the im 
pression thas the thing to do is to 
continue advising Stalin until he has 
a turn of heart. Instead of pointing 
out that for Stalin to turn revolution- 
ary would require him to expose all 
his crines of tho past fiftean years 
and hesce to commit politica) suicids, 
Field creates the illusion that if 
enough pressure is exerted against 
Stalin the latter may be forced to be- 
come revolutionary. Instead of tcoach~ 
ing the workers that thore is no lib- 
eration possible except thravgh the 
destruction of Stalinism and every 
form of opportunism and the building 
of a new revolutionary international 
in terms of such destruction, F i ela 
leaves the Yeader with the vague hope 
of better times ahead — presumably as 
soon as Stalin finds the time to read 
"Labor Front." This line of hoping 


know the entire 


against hope that Stalinism will re- 
form itself — with the help of advice 
from Trotsky-Field —- can only disarm 
the nroleta:ziat before the ever- 
increasirg onslaughts of reastion. 
Whils ae false conceptions of the 
natuzse of Stalinism, the main enemy 
within ae working class, hold sway, 
all valk of building a Fourth Inter- 
naticnal is nothing but empty chatter. 
A Fowrth International can be built 
only in terus of aestroying the influ- 
ence of every kine of opportunism in- 
festing the Tne OBEE SURG If one does 
nov understand - nature of the most 
poteny form or prosent-day opportunism, 
Stalinism, eno) 3an only end up as a 
vieuin of (capitalist reaction which 
theives om the aseistance given, to it 
ty epnertenism. the proletarian van- 
guird mast know the story of the true 
origin of evory form of onportunism, 
vhat it consists of an how it oner— 
atos, else it will go down under the 
heel of universal fascism. In his 
work to form the Third International, 
Lenin clearly defined the chief enemy 
in tho prolotarian camp: "“Opportunism 
is our principal enemy." (V. I. Lenin, 
"The Ir.tornational! Situation and the 
Fundamental Tasks of the C.I.", July 
19, 1920). Lenin consistently fought 
for the destruction of every form of 
opportunism, without which destruction 
he understood the overthrow of capital- 
ism to be an impossible task. Lenin 
made no shabby and cowardly attempts 
to avoid the struggle against opport~- 
unism by turning away from the van- 
guard of the proletariat which was un- 
der the domination of the opportunists. 
Dn the contrary, Lenin's whole strug- 
gle for the building of a revolution- 
ary international was framed in terms 
of first winning the proletarian van— 
guard away from the opportunists. Nor 
did Lenin foster illusions of the 
possibility of reforming the oppor— 
tunists, for he recognized them as the 
scoundrels that they wore and, we may 
pay, still are. 


Physical diseases can often be 
cured without an exact lmowledge of 
their origin and of how they function. 
In politics, however, things are far 
more cOmplicated. The workers must 
truth about all the 
victory of 

assurede 


opportunists or the 
PO ancmuger. O° Ti is 
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THE TROTSKYITES AS PROPHETS 


By J.C. Hunter 


FUNDAMENTAL TEST of genuine 
Marxism, as of science in gen- 
eral, is its ability accurately 
to predict the course of the 


D 


future in outline form at least. 


According to the Trotskyites, the 
basis of the Stalinist zigzags, ultra~ 
leftism and ultra-rightism, is Stalin's 
false theory of "socialism in one 
country." Stalin, say the Trotskyites, 
does not understand the ABC of Marx- 
ism and through his burocratically do- 
minated machine lurches back and forth 
from sectarianism to reformism. Stal- 
inism is considered by the Trotskyites 
to be "burocratic centrism." The 
ultra-lert and ultra-right zigzags are 


held to be the vaccilations of a 
centrist. 

During the ultra-left days of 
1929-1934, the Trotskyites considered 
themselves a faction of tno Stalintern 


whose task it was to correct Stalin by 
means of letters, appeals and critiques 

addressed to the Master in the Kremlin. 
While keeping up a barrage of "advice 
to Stalin, they preached confidence in 
the Stalinist party. "£11 eyes to the 

Communist Party." (L.Trotsky, "Germany 

— What Next?" 1932, p. 186.) In 1934 
the Stalinists made a turn to the pres- 

ent ultra-right zigzag and as a prelude 

formed a fraudulent united front with 
the Socialist Party of France, a 
"united front" which wag in reality a 
convenient agreement between these two 

counter-revolutionary organizations to 

keep mum about cach others crimes. 

Trotsky, however, hailed this "united 

front" a@ change for the better on 

the part of the Stalinists: 


as 


"We have already said that the 
united front of the Socialist and 


Communist Parties embodios immense 
possibllities. If it only wants it 
seriously, it will tomorrow become 
master in France. But the will most 
be there." (Leon Trotsky, "Whither 
France," p. 43.) 


When the “united front" develoned into 
a full-fledged ultra-right zigzag, 
Trotsky and his henchmen, arguing on 
the grounds of the coincidence of a 
social-patriotic line in the Stalin- 
torn and the existence of the Franco- 
Soviet Pact, maintainod that the Popu- 
lar Front lino is based on Stalin's 
aesiro to win the friendship of the 
"domocratic" imperialists. For the 
sake of an alliance with the "democra~— 
tic" imperialists, Stalin abandoned 


the revolutionary struggle, said the 
Trotskyitos, implying that prior to 
the installation of tho ultra-right 


Zigzag Stalin was a revolutionary — 
who made some mistakes. 


Today we see that Stalin has lost 
the "friendship" of his French imperi- 
alist. “allies.” Hence, according to 
tho Trotskyites, he will have to turn 
to American imperialism as his last 
hope because America is a "democracy." 
Still conceiving the Stalintern ultra- 
right zigzag to be wholly based upon 
Stalin's foreign policy, the Trotsky- 
ites predict that the CPUS A will 
make a new zigzag —~ still further to 
the right: 


“In this country you may expect 
that you will be called on to make 
yoursclyes more than over devoted 
patriats,ardent partisans of Roose 
velt,of American imperialism, which 
is now Stalin's best bet." (Social- 
ist Appeal, October 5, 1938; front 
pago editorial.) 
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Thus the Trotskyites "warn" the mem- 
bers of the CPUS. A. This predic- 
tion is precisely the central point 


ot the present article. We hold it to 
be entirely false, and in opposition 
predict that the C P US A and the en- 
tire Stalintern will make a lurch to 
an ultra-left zigzag after passing 
through some intcrmediate stages. 


The basis of our prediction is 
the thesis that Stalin is not a mis- 
taken centrist but is rather a con- 
scious counter-revolutionary and has 
been so since 1923. Stalin, in order 
burocratically to contralize all power 
in the Soviet Union in his own hands, 
has since 1923 been employing the 
"Comintern" to prevent proletarian re- 
volution. For this criminal purpose 
ho has been using the ultra-rignt and 
ultra-left zigzags. Altnough practiced 
by the Stalinist sections of all eapi- 
talist countries, it took effectim, 
actually preventing proletarian revo~ 
lution in the following countries: 


1923 - Ultra-right zigzag - Germany 
1924 - Ultra-left zigzag - Esthonia 
1925-1928 - Ultra-right - England) 
C hin a) 
1929-1934 + Ultrawleft - Germany) 
Sp ain, 
F rance) 


From 1935 to the present, an ultra 


Sight gicuer — Shain, Feancé, Chitnas 


In each case the purpose and results 
have been the same, S$ t a lin, who 
contrary to the fairy tales spread by 
the Trotskyites, is quite well 
acquainted with Marxism, realizes that 
a proletarian revolution sweeping the 
world would wipe him and his counter-— 
revolutionary burocracy out of exist 
ence. Hence his general lino is to 
prevent revolution while at the same 
time endeavoring to dicker with one or 
another group of imperialists to fose- 
stall intervention in the Soviet Union. 
That the Stalintern line is not dir- 
ectly dependent upon Stalin's forcign 
policy is clearly shom by the 
"friendly" relations obtaining botween 
Stalin and German imperiulism up to 
1935 despite the ultra-left howling of 
the Stalinists in Germany. When the 
victory of Hitler in 1933 made the 
ultra-left zigzag obviously untenabdle 


as an instrument of countcor-revolution, 
Stalin gradually and cautiously intro- 
duced tho present ultra-right zigzag. 
Fundamentally, it makes no difference 
to Stalin which zigzag he uses, for 
they both accomplish the aame ents, the 
provention of proletarivun revolution. 


At the present time, the course 
of events ts such that the ultraright, 
Popular Front zigzag is becoming a 
patent fraud which if continued may 
cause many Stalinist rank-and-filors 
to begin to break with Stalinism and 
thus give riso to the danger (for 
Stalin) of the formation of a new and 
genuine revolutionary movement. The 
"democracy versus fascism" slogan is 
boing made ridiculous in light of the 
way the "democracies" togcther with 
the fascist powers are ganging up on 
the Soviet Union. Henco it is neces- 
sary for Stalin soon to abandon the 
ultra-right zigzag for an ultra-left 
one. Regardless of the ultradloft 
shrieking which will be heard in the 
near future, Stalin will try to con 
tinue his policy of attompting to div- 
ide the imperialists, compromising 
with some of them, though his chances 
of succeeding are practically zero for 
world imperialism has at last come to 
an understanding to launch a united 
attack on the Soviet Union. 


Thero has hardly been a Trotsky- 
ist analysis and prediction that prov- 
od cOvredt, (L. T. oh Cétreny.) 


To sum up: the Trotskyites pre- 
dict a turn further to the right in 
the line of the C PUS Ae We, on the 


contrary, insist that, unless a strong 
revolutionary movement arises, a turn 
to the ultra-left in the C P US A and 
throuvhout tho Stalintern is in the 
offing. If the future proves our pre- 
diction to be correct, will the Trot- 
skyite leaders openly admit thet their 
analysis of Stalinism and its methods 
are false or will they, as usual, dis- 
creetly "forget" their much vaunted 
"Bolsiiovik-Leninist self-criticism"? 
Never! For Trotskyism doos not admit 
its wrong predictions and the rosult- 
ant damage to tho workers. It goes 
rignt ahead making false prephe- 
cios confusing the workers,misoriont— 
ing tnem and objectively assisting 


Stalinism and international reaction. 
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